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SERMON, 


By tue Rev. M. T. Apa, 


LATE Missionary IN INpiA. 


Jer. 8. 20. The harvest is past, the summer is ended, and we are not saved. 


THEseE words, though primarily utter- 
ed by the inhabitants of Jerusalem, when 
hardly pressed by the Chaldean army, 
during its siege of their great and splen- 
did city, after they had been disappoint- 
ed of their expected succours from the 
Egyptians, in whom they trusted in 
place of the mighty God of Jacob; are 
strictly and aflectingly applicable to the 
state of all who die in a state of impeni- 
tence under the offers of the Gospel.— 
The former lamented that the only sea- 
sons were past, in which they could in- 
dulge a hope of obtaining deliverance 
from their formidable and relentless ene- 
mies, and the many hardships of their 
perilous situation. The harvest was 
past; but, owing to the straitness of the 
siege, their graneries were unreplenish 
ed by its produce. ‘The summer was 


ended during the sun-shiny days of 


which, they had fondly expected to have 
seen the long-looked for Egyptian armies 
discomfiting their invaders, and driving 
them from their sacred territory, but it 
brought no succour; and during the 
gloom and storms of the winter, they 
saw nothing before them, but the in- 
creasing horrors of war, and of a siege 
every day becoming more universally 
distressing, as the means of subsistence 
were diminishing. In such circumstan- 
ces, and without the shadow of a hope 


of improvement, we cannot wonder that)to procure it; 





When applied to the latter, the lan- 
guage of the text is the language of bit- 
ter and unavailing regret, that the only 
seasons in which they might have secur- 
ed the salvation of their immortal souls 
had been allowed, either through care— 
lessness. or the influence of various delu- 
sions or errors, to pass without being 
improved; and it is this affecting view 
of the passage to which we anxiously 
solicit vour most earnest attention. 

In the prosecution of this object, we 
shall endeavour to shew: : 

I. That the salvation of the soul, 
though entirely a work of grace, yet, on 
our part, requires the utmost diligence. 

If. ‘hat for the purpose of securing 
it through the exercise of this diligence, 
certain seasons and opportunities are 
granted us. 

III. That if these seasons and oppor- 
tunities are allowed to pass without be- 
ing improved, the situation of the sinner 
is for ever hopeless. 

I. The salvation of the soul, though 
entirely a work of grace, yet, on our 
part, requires the utmost diligence. 

Were it necessary, or did our time at 
present permit us to enter into an illus. 
tration of the proposition, that the sal~ 
vation of the soul is entirely a work of 
grace, if opposition to every thing in 
the shape of merit on our part, in order 
we might establish it, 


they beheld the setting of their summer’s}beyond the possibility of a doubt, by 
sun with the bitterest disappointment,|shewing that the origin and all the ar- 
and the most agonizing forebodings of|rangements of the plan of this salvation 


the misery that awaited them. 
37 


between the persons in the Godhead— 
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the purchase of it by the mediation, and 
sufferings, and death of the Lord Jesus 


—and the application of it to the soul,j|known to be morally dangerous, and 
and its perfect enjoyment of it at last}may with as much ease and certainty 
through the agency of the Holy Spirit,/place himself under the salutary influ- 
are all of the free and unmerited gracelence of that which is holy and good; he 
of God; but, on this part of the Drang may frequent the ordinances of the Gos- 
involving in it as it docs, a truth solpel, as well as any exhibitions of folly 
clearly and fully stated in the sacredjand impiety; he may read the word of 
Scriptures, and which, in a variety of/God, and meditate upon it as- well as 
forms, comes frequently more or less un-|any other book; with the same powers 
der discussion, we need not occupy yourjof mind as enable him to express his de- 
attention. It is on the other part of the|sires to any of his fellow creatures, he 
statement contained in the proposition|may pray unto God; and he may refrain 
which we have just announced, namely,|his hands from evil, and his lips from 
that the salvation of the soul requires on}speaking guile. These, and many such 
our part the utmost diligence, that welexercises are evidently within the com- 
are anxious to fix your attention. Every|pass of the physical and rational powers 
person who has paid any thing like be-lof all men. Now, though we cannot 
coming attention to this subject, mustlaffirm, that in all cases the person who 
have observed that many who profess tojacts thus, shall become a genuine disci- 
believe that salvation is entirely a work|ple of the Lord Jesus, or, that in any 
of grace, lamentably fail in the practical|case, such conduct merits the superna— 
application of the subject to themselves;|tural influence which is necessary to 
some of them making this grand andjconvert the soul; yet, it may safely be 
distinguishing glory of the Gospel thejaffirmed, and it is a truth which cannot 
cause of their cold indifference about it;}be too much impressed on our minds 
and others, turning it on this account|that, the wilful neglect of these means, 
into lasciviousness, and continuing, injand the perseverance in known iniquity, 
opposition to the plainest declarations ofjare the sure and inevitable course to 
Scripture, and to the evident and avow-|everlasting destruction; as we thereby 
ed design of the Gospel, in sin, that|neglect the only channels through which 
grace—as they say—may abound. Thus|Divine mercy is communicated to the 
the Gospel, through the wickedness of|soul—put ourselves beyond the reach of 
man, is awfully perverted into the min-|their influence—and continue in a state 
istry of sin. With the view of endea-jof open and daring rebellion against 
vouring to prevent this awful abuse of|God. And, though we cannot, as we 
Divine mercy in any of you, and to lead|have already remarked—affirm for cer- 
you to the exercise of the utmost dili-/tainty, that the use of these means will, 
gence in, seeking the salvation of yourjin all cases, end in the salvation of the 
souls, we remark: soul; yet, we may add, thal we have 
1, That, though the soul is entirely|the strongest reasons for believing that 
passive in the great change of regenera-|no one ever persevering acted in the 
tion, yet much is required on the part of{manner here supposed, and at last pe- 
the sinner even previous to it. For, the|rished—for as these are the means which 
soul, though spiritually dead, is yet phy-|God has appointed to bring the soul to 
sically and rationally alive; and, though|the Saviour, it is only in the use of them 
it cannot overcome the bent of its deep-|that we can expect the attainment of 
rooted depravity, nor form itself in all its|this end; and, as he has appointed them 
dispositions, sentiments, and aflectious|{or this end, in the use of them, we have 
after the holy laws of God, yet it hasjevery reason to hope and believe that 
doubtiess a power over our outward con-|he will render them etfectual for attain- 
duct, and, to a certain extent, even overjing it. We remark: 
its own volitions; and, in order to the| 2. That especially after conversion, 
obtaining of salvation, it is absolutely}much is required on our part in order to 
necessary that this power should be ex-jthe completion of the work of salvation 
erted to the utmost extent possible.Jin the soul. The salvation of the soul, 
Thus—for example—though a man can-jlet it ever be remembered, is far from 
not change his heart, yet he may avoid|being accomplished by its conversion to 
acquiring evil habits, or strive against}God; on the contrary, it is then only 
them when unhappily acquired, as well|begun, and requires the utmost exertion 
as exert himself in order to acquire'and perseverance on our part before it 


them; he may shun such company, and 
such places, and such pleasures as are 
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can be brought to a happy termination. | 


Hence, it is, that the Christian life is|G 


compared to a race—a wrestling—and a 
warlare, which require the utmost exer- 
tion of the various faculties of the mind, 
and the powers of the body, and long 
continued perseverance, in order to en- 
Sure a victory. The duties to be per- 
formed are all of the highest order; the 
excellence of character to be attained, is 
also so high, and the obstacles in the 
way of attaining it—arising from the 
remaining depravity of our own heart, 
and the temptations which we meet with 
are so numerous and great, that nothing 
but the utmost devotedness to the work 
can enable us to accomplish either. ‘The 
enemies also 10 be overcome, are so sub- 
tle, powerful, and vigilant, and occasion- 
ally exercise so strong an influence a- 
gainst us as to require on our part the 
utmost wisdom and watchfulness in 
wielding even the whole armour of God, 
that we may be able to resist their wiles, 
and remain steadfast in our faith and 
love to Christ. So difficult indeed does 
the Christian feel this work, and so pow- 
erful is the influence which his spiritual 
enemies exert against him in attending 
to it, that it is only through the Lord 
seconding his exertions by his Almighty 
power, and perfecting strength in his 
weakness that he is able to persevere 
and overcome. “Had not the Lord been 
on my side, when mine enemies rose up 
against me, then had they swallowed me 
up quick, when their wrath was kindled 
against me,” is his constant grateful ac- 
knowledgment, and forms part of his 
daily ascriptions of praise unto Him who 
performeth all things for him. Thus, to 
live to the glory of God whilst here, he 
finds is no easy undertaking; and to 
prepare to meet him, and to dwell with 
him for ever, he justly considers to be 
of all things which can possibly engage 
his attention, the most momentous—and 
which nothing, but the utmost diligence 
on his part, assisted and directed by 
the grace of God, can enable him to ac- 
eomplish. 

Having thus considered the necessity 
of the utmost diligence on our part in 
the use of the appointed means of grace, 
in order to the salvation of the soul, let 
us now consider. 

II. ‘That, for the purpose of enabling 
us to secure it through the exercise of 
this diligence, certain seasons and oppor- 
tunities are granted us. 

Though the securing of the salvation 


bly arduous, yet the arrangements of the 

ospel are admirably adapted to meet 
its difficulties, and to enable us to over- 
come them. Thanks be unto God there- 
fore, that though difficult, yet it is not 
impossible; for Ged, of his own infinite 
mercy has provided a Saviour—has ap- 
pointed the means of grace—has put us 
in possession of them and grants us cer- 
tain seasons and opportunities for the 
diligent and practical use of them. In 
the text, these are represented under 
the familiar figures ef a harvest and 
summer—seasons, which require the di- 
ligence of the husbandman, and in which 
his exertions may be crowned with a- 
bundant success. Of the seasons and 
opportunities which are allotted us for 
securing the salvation of our souls, we 
may specify 

1, The period of life in general. True 
it is, as the sacred Poet has remarked. 


‘tLife is the time to serve the Lord, 
The time t’ ensure the great reward; 
And while the lamp holds out to burn, 
The vilest sinner may return.” 


And the best idea that we can form of 
life is, that it is the period which is al- 
lowed us to glorify God on the earth, 
and work out our salvation, and prepare 
for eternity. And as the earth was the 
world on which the Saviour completed, 
by his humihation, and sufferings, and 
death, the wondrous plan of redemption, 
so it is the only world, during his stay 
on which man shall possess the means of 
grace, and the offers of pardon, so that 
when life is finished, and the soul has 
dropt its earthly tabernacle in the dust, 
and has passed the boundaries which 
separate time from eternity, and the seen 
from the unseen world, it leaves behind 
it every thing that is peculiar to its situ- 
ation whilst here—takes a final farewell 
of all the ordinances of religion, and of 
the offers of mercy—and as it is then 
found to have improved or neglected, to 
have embraced or rejected them, so will 
its eternal destiny be fixed by Him, from 
whose tribunal there is no appeal, and 
from whose penal inflictions there is no 
escape. “It is appointed unto man once 
to die, and after that the judgment”— 
the judgment that will be final, and in 
which, the grand investigation will be 
into the evidences which our character 
and conduct may furnish, as to our hav- 
ing believed or disbelieved the Gospel. 
How unspeakably important then is life, 





of the soul is a work that is unspeaka- 


when thus connected with eternity—and 
the proper means of grace, when thus 








viewed in connexion with our eternal 
destiny! O think of this, ye who are al- 
lowing its days, and its mercies to pass 
unimproved. If it ends whilst ye conti- 
nue in this state cf carelessness and im- 
penitence, your doom will be sealed, and 
your everlasting and unutterable misery 
will commence—for 


**There are no acts of pardon past 

In the cold grave to which we haste; 
But darkness, death, and long despair, 
Reign in eternal silence there.’’ 


2. The season of youth. Tho’ youth, 
owing to its inexperience and volatibili- 
ty, may justly be regarded as a critical 
period ol life, yet it possesses many and 
peculiar advantages—advantages which 


cannot be enjoyed at any future stage of 


it, for attending to the salvation of the 
soul, Thus, for example—the mind is 
then more flexible and may more easily 


be inclined to any thing, to which it gives 
its attention; habits are but forming, so 
that it has not to contend with long es- 
tablished and deep rooted habits of vice, 
or carelessness about Divine things, 
which, owing to the depravity of the 
mind, are far more easily acquired than 
are ever got rid of; it is not yet involved 
in the complicated and often perplexing 
affairs of business, which, in many cases, 
are pled as an excuse for neglecting the 
one thing needful; it is not harassed by 
the many cares and troubles which usu- 
ally attend us ata more advanced period 
of life, nor is it (shagreened and) broken, 
by the many disappointments to which 
we are all more or less exposed; it is not 
under the influence of long cherished 
prepossessions against the truth, and can 
therefore the more easily and success- 
fully carry on its enquiries into the truth, 
and the various doctrines and precepts 
of the Gospel; it is then also more sus- 
ceptible of impression, and can more ea- 
sily abandon our course of conduet and 
embrace another than it can do at any 
future period. When we take all these 
circumstances into consideration, we 


cannot but perceive how important the 
season of youth is, in connexion with 


our religious character and eternal des- 
tinies; for according to the opinions 


which we then imbibe, the habits whict 


we then form, and the course which we 
then take, so, in general, will be the 
Let the 


whole of our future conduct. 


young then lay these considerations 
most seriously to heart, and not allow 
ass unimproved 

to a distant— 


this golden season to 
by postponing, it may 
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and, in all cases, assuredly to an uncer- 
tain futurity, the grand decision, but in- 
stantly make it, and, with all the ardour 
and sincerity of youthful attachment, 
give to the Saviour and the salvation of 
their souls their best thoughts, their best 
affections, and their best—yea, the whole 
of their future days. 

8. The season of health. How desir- 
able, valuable, and necessary is health, 
in order to the successful prosecution of 
any undertaking, and to the real enjoy— 
ment of any mercy; but, alas! how sel- 
dom it is employed in attending to the 
salvation of the soul, and in preparing 
for eternity. One of the most common 
delusions of the mind on this all impor- 
tant subject is, that the season of afflic- 
tion and declining heath is the best a- 
dapted for taking into consideration the 
concerns of the soul, and for obtaining a 
just view of the value of religion. With- 
out calling in question the statement 
that the vanity of the world is ther best 
seen, and the necessity of personal pie— 
ty, to the safety and felicity of the soul, 
is then most impressively felt, is it not 
extreme folly to postpone that, which is 
at all times, and in all circumstances, 
the first and most important duty in 
which a human being can engage, to be 
attended to only at the last, and when 
we are the least able to attend to it? Is 
the invaluabie blessing of health given 
us for no other purpose than that we 
may the better attend to the concerns of 
the world, or the more successfully sue— 
ceed in banishing God from our thougitts, 
or the longer continue the servants of 
sin? What an abuse is this of the good- 
ness of God to us, to turn his very mer- 
cies into the cause of our continuing in 
sin, and the means of strengthening our 
rebellion against him! Or, is it because 
that the objects of religion—the wonders 
of redemption—and the glories of hea- 
ven, are unworthy of our attention, that 
mankind in general act thus? Where 
shall we find subjects of equal import- 
ance, grandeur, and glory; or calculated 
to impart equal improvement, or felicity 
to the soul? Or, is it because that when 
the mind is enleebled, and impaired in 
its faculties through declining health, or 
tortured by pain and distress, that it is 
best fitted for calmly examining into its 
state in connexion with God and eterni- 
ty, or into the nature of the Gospel? 
How far is this from being the real state 
of the case? For, if we find it difficult 
when the mind is in its vigour, and all 
its faculties are in proper exercise, duly 
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to fix our thoughts on spiritual and eter- 
nal things, how much less likely are we 
to be able to do so when it is enfeebled 
or distressed by pain, or tortured by 
fearful forebodings about its future des— 
tiny? O let us not then, whilst in health 
put off attending to the concerns of the 
soul till a season of affliction overtake us, 
or, till we find ourselves amid the ago- 
nies and solemnities of dying, but spend 
it chiefly and supremely in seeking our 
everlasting well-being. 

4. 'The period of our possessing the 
means of grace. ‘The means of grace. 
as being the appointed channels through 
which Divine grace and mercy are com- 
municated to the soul, are by far the 
most valuable blessings that we can pos- 
sess in a present world. Various cir- 
cumstances, however, may deprive us of 
them. A removal, for example, to some 
part of the world where they are not 
possessed, may put us beyond their 
reach—sickness may render it impossi- 
ble for us to attend on the public ordi- 
nances of religion—and such may be the 
stupifying eflect of the disease with 
which we are assailed, that we shall be 
incapable of mental exertion, and can 
therefore derive no benefit from the pri- 
vate ministrations of Christian friends; or 
God, as a just judgment upon us, for our 
long continued impenitence and rejec- 
tion of the Gospel, may deprive us of 
them by removing our candlestick out 
of his place, as he has lqng since done 
in reference to the Seven Churches in 
Asia. It becomes us then, when possess 
ed of the means of grace, in which the 
Lord comes nigh unto us, offering us 
the riches of his goodness and mercy in 
Christ Jesus, and exhorting and intreat- 
ing us to return to him, and to walk in 
his ways—to embrace with the utmost 
readiness and gratitude his offers of mer- 
cy, and return to him with our whole 
hearts, and walk in all his ordinances 
and commands blameless. 

5. The period in which the Holy Spi- 
rit strives with us by means of internal 
convictions. Of the vast multitude of 
impenitent sinners who sit under the 
preeoms of the Gospel, there are pro- 

ably few who have not at least occa- 
sional convictions of sin, or who have 
not felt that all was not right between 
them and God. This is particularly the 
case in seasons of general awakening, 
and pressing into the kingdom; and of 
all the opportunities, with which a sinner 
can be favoured, there is none which it 
becomes him more anxiously to impreve 
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than this; for the Spirit of God will not 
always strive with us—there is a limit to 
his patience, and kindness, and love, and ° 
erace—and we have no control over his 
agency; he worketh how, and whenso- 
ever he pleases; so that, when he work- 
eth upon us, whether it be by his com- 
mon or special influence, it becomes us 
then, with the utmost diligence, in con- 
nexion with him, to “work out our sal- 
vation with fear and trembling”—lest, 
throveh our carelessness, or resistance 
of his influences, he should leave us to 
our spiritual deadness, and, like the old 
world, to perish in our sins. In place 
therefore of trifling with our convictions, 
or putting off compliance with them till 
some future period, whenever consci- 
ence reproves of sin, or excites us to the 
performance of some neglected duty, or 
exhorts and warns us to flee from the 
wrath to come, we should instantly lis- 
ten to its warning voice, and comply 
with its admonitions; and, in place of 
putting z off till some more convenient 
season, we should rather put off every 
thing else, that we may be able to attend 
to it; for we know not but it may be the 
last and expiring effort to bring us to re- 
flection—to reclaim us from the error of 
our ways—and to lead us to the Saviour 
that will ever be made;—it may be, for 
aught we know, the last gieam of hope— 
the last ray which our summer’s sun 
will ever shed upon us—and whilst it 
lasts, it is both our duty, and our high- 
est interest to improve it by fleeing to the 
hope that is set before us, lest the black- 
ness of darkness overtake us, and in- 
volve us in irretrievable, and endless, and 
unutterable_ woe. 

III. ‘That if these seasons and oppor- 
tunities are allowed to pass, without e- 
ing improved, the situation of the sin- 
ner is for ever hopeless. ‘This will ap- 
pear, if we consider 

1. That he has sinned out the only 
seasons and opportunities in which mer- 
cy will be offered to him. As the word 
of God makes no mention of any means 
of grace, except those which have alrea- 
dy come under our consideration, nor 
any season, nor opportunity that we shall 
ever have for improving them, except 
those which we have already pointed 
out to you, it is worse than vain to in- 
dulge an expectation ofany other. For 
the word has gone forth from him, to 
whom it belongs of right to fix the eter- 
nal destiny of all, and who is unchange- 
able in his purposes, that “now”—that 
is during life—‘‘is the accepted time, 
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now is the day of salvation;” but, he 
makes no allusion to any offer of mercy 
to be presented alter life has come to a 
cluse. In opposition to this, he has clear- 
ly told us that, after death cometh the 


judgment, when the eternal destiny of 


the soul will be unalterably fixed, ac- 
cording as itshal! be found to have im- 
proved or misimproved the means of 
grace, during the seasons and opportu- 
nities in which God has granted them to 
us; and, as in the case of the sinners to 
whom the text refers, these seasons and 
opportunities are all past, without the 
soul having been brought to the Saviour 
—without its having fled to the refuge 
from the storm, or the covert from the 
tempest, which infinite mercy has pro- 
vided for us, when death puts an end to 
its earthly existence, the sun of its mer- 
cies sets, and that for ever, and leaves it 
unsheltered amid the darkness of despair 
to the storm of Divine wrath, which 
shall come upon it to the uttermost as a 
despiser of Christ, and who, by neglect- 
ing or abusing the seasons of mercy, 
“hath treasured up unto itself wrath a- 
gainst the day of wrath, and revelation 
of the righteous judgment of God.” 

2. His state and character. If we 
consider the state and character ofa per- 
son who dies in a state of impenitence 
under the Gospel, we shall easily per- 
ceive that they preclude the possibility 
ofa hope concerning him. ‘The means 
of grace having proved ineflectual—the 
seasons and opportunities for repent- 
ance, and for laying hold of the hope 
that is set before us, having been allow- 
ed to pass unimproved, he of course dies 
in a state of sin, under the condemning 
sentence of the holy and righteous laws 
of God—he has neglected the great sal- 
vation, which infinite wisdom devised, 
and infinite love perfected, and infinite 
mercy offered to him! He has despised 
the Saviour, though possessed of all pos- 
sible excellence, and exactly suited to 
his circumstances! He has done despite 
unto the Spirit of Grace, by resisting his 
influence, or setting at nought his re- 
proofs, his warnings, and intreaties, 
what then can remain for him, but that 
which the word of God tells us remains 
for him—namely——“A_ certain fearful 
looking for of judgment, and of fiery in- 
dignation,” to consume him as an adver- 
sary of God. His guilt, in having thus 
sinned against knowledge, and the con- 
victions and remonstrances of his own 
mind, and against all the mercy, and 
love, which God can manifest to a sin- 
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ner through the Lord Jesus, is unspeak- 
ably aggravated, and without the sha- 
dow of an excuse. His sins may also 
have been accumulating through a long 
life. His sinful propensities, and wicked 
passions are all unmortified—and his evil 
habits, deeply rooted in the heart, and 
long cherished, are all unsubdued; he is 
therefore utterly destitute of all moral 
fitness for heaven, and cannot therefore 
appear amongst its holy society, nor 
take any part in its holy exercises, nor 
feel any pleasure in its glories. When 
he dies therefore, his case must be ut- 
terly hopeless, for he is unfit for heaven; 
but, as a vessel fitted for destruction, he 
will assuredly be cast out into utter darks 
ness, where there is nothing but weep- 
ing, and wailing, and gnashing of teeth. 

3. The character of God, and the aw- 
ful decisions of the judgment. God is a 
holy God, and as such can have no fel- 
lowship with the workers of imquity. 
The evil man cannot dwell with him; for 
he dwells in the high and holv place, 
into which there can enter nothing that 
defileth, or that worketh abomination, or 
that maketh a lie. ‘The decisions of the 
judgment have also all a reference to our 
characters as sinners, or as persons who 
are justified, and sanctified, and saved 
through the Lord Jesus. Hence, it is 
said that—“unto them who are conten- 
tious, and obey not the truth, but obey 
unrighteousness, God will render indig- 
nation and wrath;” and that “the Lord 
Jesus Christ shall be revealed from hea- 
ven with his mighty angels in flaming 
fire, taking vengeance on them who 
know not God, and obey not the Gospel 
of our Lord Jesus Christ,—who shall be 
punished with everlasting destruction 
from the presence of the Lord, and from 
the glory of his power.” In that day, 
when the strictest scrutiny will be made 
into the actions and character of all, and 
when the righteous shall be scarcely 
saved—that is, not without the clearest 
evidence of their interest in the Saviour 
—where shall the ungodly and the sin- 
ner appear, who hath sinned out the day 
of his merciful visitation? Where, O 
where can he appear, but among the 
enemies of the Lord, who shall go away 
into everlasting punishment prepared 
for the devil and his angels? How fear- 
fully certain is their doom, beyond the 
possibility of a doubt, or the hope of 
escape! Having allowed the harvest to 
pass, and the summer to end, without 





seeking shelter from the impending 
storm, though provided for them, and 















1835. Sermon. 295 


































































offered to them in the most gracious,living God”—and see that “ye hold fast 
terms, they are justly and inevitably ex-|the confidence and the rejoicing of the 
posed to all the fury of Divine wrath|hope firm unto the end”—ihat, when the 
which shall come upon them for ever|sun of your mercies sets in this world, 
and ever. you may ascend amid its parting, yet 
By way of improvement of this im-|brightening rays, to the unclouded glory, 
portant subject, permit me to address jand the never ending blessedness of hea- 
1. Those who are acting on the prin-jven. Go on thus to perfection, and in 
ciple, on which the text is founded, andjthus acting, you will find that God, 
are diligently seeking, in the use of allj“who performeth all things for you,” 
the appointed means of grace, the salva-|will make all needed grace abound to- 
tion of their souls. From the whole|wards you, that ye, having all sufficien- 
train of this discourse, we learn that thejcy in ail things, may be able to abound 
work in which you are engaged, has thejin every good work,” and may be pre- 
first claim on you for deep, and constant,|pared for his kingdom and glory. 
and prayerful attention, and is decided-|_ 2. Those who have never yet attend- 
ly the greatest, and most important injed to this great work. Ah, how distress- 
which a human being can be engaged,|ing is it to see multitudes in every stage 
on this side of heaven; for, on the suc-jof life, to whom the Gospel is made 
cessful prosecution, and happy termina-|known, treating its claims, its offers, and 
tion of it, depends your everlasting hap-|its intreaties with the greatest indiffer- 
piness, or woe. How concerned thenjence, or openly despising and rejecting 
should you be to make a proper im-|it, asif they had no souls to be saved, 
provement of the various means, andjor as if they required not an interest in 
seasons, and opportunities of grace, the Saviour in order to their salvation; 
which God has so long, and so richlyjor, as if this interest could be secured at 
granted to you! Recollecting how muchjany time, and in any manner in which 
depends on the use which you now make|they might think fit to seek it! The 
of them; see, O see that ye work out|young, captivated with the pleasures, or 
your salvation with fear and trembling,|the delusive prospects of the world, usu- 
for it is God—over whose agency youjally postpone attending to the concerns 
have no control, to recall it when it hasjof the soul, as if it were work unsuita- 
ceased tu operate upon you ina gracious;ble to their age, or unnecessary to be 
manner—who worketh in you, both tojdone till a more advanced period of life. 
will and to_do, according to his good Many also in the middle of life, plead 
pleasure. (Let not therefore the cares, or|their cares, their troubles, their diligence 
the troubles of life, or the deceitfulness of|in business as an excuse why they also 
riches, lead you to forget that you are|neglect it, and put it off to some other 
now acting for eternity, or to relax your{day! Whilst many even in old age, 
diligence in the arduous work in which} whose silvered locks and tottering steps 
you are engaged. Beware of entang-—jatlectingly tell us, that they are fast ri- 
ling yourselves unnecessarily in the af-|pening for the grave, are seen labouring 
fairs of the world, lest you be overcome} under some similar delusions, and allow- 
by its many flattering temptations; andjing, it may be, the last season, and the 
in place of thinking that you have alrea-|last opportunity of mercy to pass away 
dy attained, or are already perfect, for-junimproved! But, oh my fellow sinners, 
get your past attainments, press on to}what folly is this! Is not the salvation 
higher degrees of grace, of love, of de-jof the soul the first, as well as the most 
votedness, and of conformity to Christ.jarduous work, in which as sinners and 
In place of indolence and carelessness,jimmortal beings we can engage? And 
as if vigilance were less necessary, Or|who amongst us can tell what a day, or 
your work less arduous, or your dangersjan hour may bring forth? The youth, 
less imminent, as you advance in the|whose countenance to day is a picture 
journey of life, rather “@iVé increasing|of health and beauty, may—before to- 
diligence to “add to your faith virtuc,|morrow’s sun has arisen on our world— 
and to virtue knowledge, and to know—|be numbered with the dead. The man 
ledge temperance, and to temperancejof business too, whose mind is filled only 
patience, and to patience godliness, and|with schemes of future enterprise and 
to godliness brotherly-kindness, and tolaggrandizement, may as speedily come 
brotherly-kindness charity.” And “take|to an end of his course—whilst the man 
heed lest there be in any of you an eviljof age must soon, in the natural course 
heart of unbelief in departing from thejof events, be numbered with the genera- 
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tions that are gone;—and, oh! what will 
be their eternal desiiny, if they die with- 
out having attended to the salvation of 
their souls—if their harvest pass, and 
their summer end, and they are not sav- 
ed! As they think on the past, under 
what grief and unavailing regret for 
their folly and impiety in sinning out the 
day of their merciful visitation, will they 
close their eyes on all the vanities of the 
world, and leave for ever the means of 
grace, without the shadow of a hope of 
having even one more offer of mercy 
made to them! With what awful fore- 
bodings also of their lost condition—of 
their future and unutterable misery will 
they pass the boundaries wnich separate 
the seen from the unseen world! And 
how can we imagine, far less describe, 
the horror, and anguish, and despair 
which will seize upon them, wien they 
first lift up their eyes in the place of 
everlasting torment! O consider this, 
ye who are now forgetting God, and ne- 
«giecting to attend to the one thing need- 
ful. The present momentonly is yours; 
the future to you is all uncertain and un- 
known;—death is ever near, the Judge 
standeth before the door—and the judg- 
ment that will consign you to unnttera- 
ble misery, or award you to ineffable 
glory and blessedness, will soon be pass- 
ed on you; there is therefore no time for 
trifling, nor for delay. Vow only is the 
accepted time—Now only is the day of 
salvation. In whatever stave then of 
life you are placed, let the salvation of 
your souls obtain your first and chief at- 
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tention. No future pene is SO suitable, 
or $0 advantageous for attending to it as 
the present. Let the time that is past, 
and which cannot be recalled, though 
you were to give all worlds for it, more 
than suffice you to have fulfilled the lusts 
of the flesh and of the mind, and to have 
walked after the course of this world. 
Let your mind now rouse itself to a just 
consideration of your danger and fearful 
responsibility—and, whilst the Majesty 
of heaven still comes near to you in the 
tenderest offers of mercy, O be intreated 
to embrace them—remembering, that if 
vou come short of it through unbelief, 
there will be no remedying the evil be— 
yond the grave—and lest, amid the ago- 
nies of dying, your departing spirit 
should take its exit from the body under 
the still greater agonies of despair, ex— 
claiming, in bitter and unavailing regret, 
as it takes its last glance of the world, 
and bids farewell to all around it—*‘the 
harvest is past, and the summer is end- 
ed, and 1 am not saved.” 

O think of this, ye who are allowing 
another year to close upon you ina state 
of impenitence—lest ye yourselves should 
soon realize it in all its agony. Urged 
then by the fearful catastrophe which 
awaites a course of final impenitence; 
come, O come, and cast yourselves on 
the offered merey of Him, who is able to 
save all who come unto God by him. 
May God, of his rich merey, grant you 
all repentance unto life, and at last the 
“ar of your faith, the salvation of your 
souls. 
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(From the Dublin Evening Mail of Wednesday, June 24, 1835) 
GREAT MEETING AT EXETER HALL, LONDON. 


he great meeting at Exeter Hall, 
convened by the following notice, was 
held on Saturday:— 


To the Protestants of Great Britain and 
Ireland. 


“The undersigned having recently 
discovered by authentic and unquestion- 
able documents, which they have reason 
to believe have never met the public eve, 
that the standards adopted and the prin- 
ciples incuicated by the Roman Catholic 
Hierarchy of Ireland, are of the same 
intolerant and persecuting nature at this 
day that are well known to have cha- 
racterised their Church in former times, 
do feel it their painful but imperative du- 


Protestants of all denominations unan- 
swerable testimony on this subject. 
‘They make this public address to 
Protestants for the purpose of giving to 
them an opportunity of judging on a 
question of vital importance to every 
one who values the rights of conscience, 
and the security of property, of liberty, 
and of life; and also for the purpose of 
atlording to the Roman Catholic Bishops 
in general, and to Dr. Murray, Roman 
Catholic Archbishop of Dublin, in parti- 
cular, as specially implicated in the 
charge, an opportunity of meeting it in 
public, in their own persons, or by any 
of their clergy, or by any Roman Catho- 
lic layman, duly delegated and authoris- 





ty to stand forward and produce belore 


ed by them. 
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“They accordingly give notice, that 
three or more of their number purpose, 
with the gracious permission of Divine 
Providence, to attend at Exeter Hall, on 
Saturday, the 20th day of June instant, 
at twelve o’clock, and submit and illus- 
trate the documents to which they have 
above referred. (Signed) 


H. R. Dawson, Dean of/Rev. Mort. O’Sullivan, 
St. Patrick’s, Rev. J. D. Hastings, 
Robert Maude, Dean of/Rev. Thos. Kingston, 

Clougher, Rev. Arth. Newcombe 
Richard Murray, Dean|Rev. C. H. Minchin, 

of Ardagh, Rey. Cesar Otway, 
J. H. Singer, D. D. F.|/Rev. John Hare, 

T. C. D. Rev. Edward Marks, 
Henry Cooke, D. D. |Rev. Wm. Hare, 
Rev. Robert Daly, Rev. Gibson Black, 
Rev. Horace T. New-|Rev. Sterling Ould, 

man, Rev. Robt. M‘Ghee. 





Regulations. 


“1. Admission to be by tickets, to be 
had at No. 9, Exeter Hall, Strand, and 
every person using a ticket of admission 
shall be considered as promising submis- 
sion to the Chair. 

*2, Any Roman Catholic clergyman 
or layman authorised by any one or more 
of the Irish Roman Catholic Bishops, 
and who shall have left his name and au- 
thority at No. 9, Exeter Hall, at or be- 
fore twelve o’clock on Friday the 19th 
of June, will be permitted to speak. 

“3. No Protestant, but those who are 
delegated by the clergy who have sign- 
ed the above document, to be permitted 
to speak. 

“4, Every speaker must confine him- 
self under the correction of the chair, 


strictly and exclusively to the subject in 
hand.” 


It was expected, that either the Ro- 
man Catholic clergy would have them- 
selves attended the meeting, or have de- 
legated some persons on their behalf to 
do so, and consequently, the greatest ex- 
citement pervaded the public mind to 
witness a discussion, in which the tenets 
of the church of Rome were to be pub- 
licly impugned. Eleven o'clock was the 
hour appointed for the commencement 
of the proceedings, but, long before that 
period, every seat in the Hall was oceu- 
pied by ladies and gentlemen of the first 
rank and station. 

At ten minutes past eleven o’clock, 
Lork Kenyon appeared upon the plat- 
form, and was loudly cheered. 

Mr. Hardy, M. P., having moved that 
Lord Kenyon do take the chair, and the 
motion having been seconded, his lord- 
ship took the chair accordingly. 
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His Lordship addressed the meeting 
in the following terms:—On this most 
important and solemn occasion, | am not 
going to intrude any observations of my 
own upon the meeting. We are here 
summoned upon one of the most impor- 
tant and sacred occasions upon which 
Christians can be called together; and 1 
am sure I only say that which will meet 
with a corresponding feeling from all 
present when [ suggest, that the pro- 
ceedings should be opened by a prayer 
to Almighty God; I therefore call upon 
upon the Rev. Dr. Halloway to open the 
business of the meeting by prayer. 

After prayer, Lord Kenvon said—Be- 
fore any of those who are appointed to 
address the meeting proceed to do so, I 
think it desirable, for the sake of making 
the business more distinct to the great 
assembly here present, to read the no- 
tice which was given for holding this 
meeting—(The noble lord here read the 
notice.) With respect to the rules to be 
observed, Iam anxious that those rules 
should likewise be perfectly understood 
by all present. Having read the rules, 
his lordskip said—1 now beg leave to 
notify to the meeting, that the Rev. Mr. 
M‘Ghee is about to address them. 

The Rev. Robert M‘Ghee said—My 
lord, ladies and gentlemen: before I en- 
ter upon the subject on which I have 
been appointed to address the meeting 
to-day, I am obliged very reluctantly to 
state, that after this meeting had been 
fixed beyond the power of revocation, 
the appointment of the visitation for the 
archdiocess of Dublin necessarily pre- 
vented the attendance here of the Dean 
of St. Patrick’s and the Rev. Robert Da- 
ly. I mention this circumstance with 
peculiar reluctance, because if they had 
been enabled to come in time, my friend, 
Mr. Daly, would have taken the place 
which [ feel comparatively so very un- 
worthy, and, I regret to add, physically 
unable, to occupy. Labouring as I do 
under much pain and weakness in that 
organ which t am now obliged to exert 
—knowing that the statements which I 
have to make are necessarily prefatory 
to the observations of those who are to 
follow me—unable to throw any addi- 
tional weight upon them, and being thus 
deprived of the assistance of my reve- 
rend friend, Mr. Dalv, I really should 
have sunk under the apprehension of the 
important duty which has devolved up- 
on me, and the consciousness of my own 
incapacity, if my reverend brother, Mr. 
Tottenham, had not come to me ata 
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moment's notice. I have put him in pos-jard guide of the Roman Catholic clergy 
session of the statements which [ havejof Ireland for twenty-seven years past, 
to make, and I trust to your kind indul—|namely, from the year 1808, down to the 
gence to permit him to assist me in read-|present year. The second point to 
ing the documents which must necessa-|which your attention will be called, is a 
rily be submitted to you; and if 1 should|consideration of the nature of that book. 
be unable to conclude my address, to al-|In the first statement which I shall have 
low him to finish the statement which I}to make, I am happy to feel that I shall 
have to make. Throwing myself, there-|not be obliged to introduce any question 
fore, upon your kind indulgence, I shali|which can cast any reflection upon the 
proceed to the subject which has called|doctrines or principles of the Roman Ca- 
us together. Wecannot but regret the|tholic prelates. It is a mere question of 
necessity which has obliged us to pub-|matter of fact. If you have been led to 
lish any document which might be sup-|suppose that this book is a bad book, 
posed to have even a tendency to Jead|you are now called upon to dismiss that 
this meeting to prejudge the case which|consideration from your minds, and to 
is to be submitted to it, or to cast any|look simply to the evidence of the fact 
imputation upon the Roman Catholic|which shall be submitted to you. If I 
hierarchy or priesthood of Ireland: but|can show to you these several points— 
if we had brought forward charges a-|first, that the Roman Catholic archbi- 
gainst men, as regarded their doctrines|shops and bishops assembled on a cer- 
or principles, without giving them anjtain day in the year 1808—if I can show, 
opportunity of knowing the nature o{|secondly, that they being so assembled, 
those charges, and of coming forward to]selected this book from the whole body 
meet and answer them in public if theyjof their Theology as the best book that 
pleased, then, indeed, we should havejcould be republished—if I succeed in 
been accused, of misleading your judg-|showing, thirdly, that they so selected it 
ment, as it were by stealth, and of at-|fora particular purpose, namely, that 
tempting to excite a prejudice which|they considered it the most secure guide 
the objects of it had not an opportunity|for those ecclesiastics who might not 
to counteract. ‘This you feel would be|have an opportunity of access to libra- 
an injustice, and, therefore, we werejries, or of consulting their superiors 
obliged to publish the statement, which|where they wanted information—fourth- 
many of you have read; but you will per-|ly, if 1 can show that, in consequence of 
mit me, ifany wrong has been done, to|that resolution, they ordered 3,000 co- 
redeem it by reminding you, that it is|pies to be printed of the work, which 
the princple of British justice to pre—|then consisted of seven volumes, that is, 
sume every man innocent until he is|according to calculation a copy for every 
proved to be guilty. Let me, then, in}Roman Catholic priest in Ireland—if I 
their behalf—since the Roman Catholicjcan show that this book, calculating 
prelates have neither come here them-|the price as the same at which it sells 
selves, nor delegated any of their clergy,jnow, allowing for an additional vo- 
or any Roman Catholic layman, to ap-jlume in the present edition, was then 
ar amongst us—permit me, in their}worth the enormous sum of 5,250 gui- 
half, to remind you, that it is your|neas—if Ican show that twenty-three 
duty not to receive any charge or impu-|years after, namely, in 1831, this book 
tation against their doctrines and prin-|was set up as the conference book for 
ciples, except such as shall be fairly,|}the Roman Catholic priests of Ireland, or 
positively, and conclusively established|rather, I should say, of the province of 
to your sober judgment and considera-|Leinster, by Dr. Murray, Dr. Kinsella, 
tion;—so then, when any resolution of]/Dr. Keating, and Dr. Doyle, (the Arch- 
vours is brought forward upon these|bishop of Dublin, and the three other 
grounds, it will bear your own calm and|bishops of the province of Leinster)— 
deliberate reflection, and will go forth,Jand that, in consequence of the scarcity 
[ trust, with weight and power to thelof the work there, (the whole of the for- 
remotest corners of your country. ‘The|mer edition of 3,000 copies being out of 
statements which are to be submitted to|print and lost sight of in Ireland), a new 
you, consists partly in matters of fact.Jedition was ordered -I say ordered, as 
The first is, that a certain book—this|}we have reason to think it was for an 
book—Dens’s Complete Body of Theo-|8th volume,—the previous edition having 
logy, lias been adopted by the Roman|consisted of only seven—was added with 
Catholic prelates of Ireland as the stand-ithe express sanction and approbation of 








1835. Great Meeting at Exeter Hall, London. 299 


Doctor Murray, the Roman Catholic]! Here we have the fact, that the Ro - 
Archbishop of ~Dublin—if I can show|man Catholic Prelates met on that day, 
this on the testimony of the publisher ofjand in the bock, it is proved that they 
both editions—that of 1808, and that of|seleeted Dens’s Theology, ‘as constitut- 
1832—if I can also show that the ques jing the most secure standard for the 
tions proposed at the private conferences|guidance of those clergymen who had 
of the Roman Catholic priests, printed|not access to libraries, or an opportunity 
in the most authoritative documents,jof consulting those who were placed in 
signed by the Roman Catholic hierarchy|authority over them.” They set it up 
of Ireland for five years, namely, for thejas the standard authority for all Ro- 
years 1831, 1832, 1833, 1834, and 1835,}man Catholic priests when tlLey could 
are taken consecutively from this book,|not refer to libraries, or could not con- 
and correspond with the executive chap-|sult their superiors. ‘The book goes on 
ters in Dens—if I can shew these differ-|to say, that, 
ent points, then [ think [ shall have sa-| “Inasmuch as his Grace Dr. Murray, 
tisfactorily established the fact, that this} Dr. Doyle, Dr. Keating, and Dr. Kin- 
book has been set up as the standard au-|sella, have made it the conference book 
thority and guide of the Roman Catho-|for the clergy of the province of Lein- 
lic priests of Ireland from the year 1808,|ster, the publisher, as well to obviate the 
down to the year 1835. The first docu-|difficulty experienced by them in pro- 
ment to which I shall beg to call the at-jcuring the work, as also to advance the 
tention of the meeting is this: It is a His-|cause of religion and morality in the 
tury of the Roman Catholic Association,jother parts of the Irish church, is in- 
by Mr. Wyse, M. P. I find in the ap-|duced to reprint a limited aumber of co- 
pendix, No.7, a number of resolutions} pies.” 
adopted at a meeting of Roman Catholic| Now, this limited number of copies, 
prelates assembled at Dublin, on the 25th|the publisher told me and a brother cler- 
of February, 1810. ‘The following reso-|gyman, amounted to three thousand. 
lutions were on that occasion unani-|So that we have here the testimony of 
mously adopted: the publisher of both editions, the one 
“Ist Resolved, That it is the undoubt-| printed in 1808 and the other in 1832. 
ed and exclusive right of the Roman Ca-|[{t is then mentioned, that another vo- 
tholic bishops to discuss all matters ap—|lume was added, with the express sanc- 
pertaining to the doctrines and discipline|tion and approbation of the Most Rev. 
of the Roman Catholic church. . |Dr. Murray. I have now to mention 
“2d Resolved, That we do hereby|what the book is upon the authority of 
confirm and declare our unaltered adher-| which I make this statement. This is, 
ence to the resolutions unanimously en-|I may say, the most authoritative book 
tered into at our last general meeting,|in the Roman Catholic church of Ireland. 
on the 14th September, 1808.”— Wyse’s| The priests are obliged, under the penal- 
History of the Catholic Assoctution, vol.|ty of what they call mortal sin, to repeat 
li., appendix, p. xx. certain exercises every day, which they 
This is an independent document. It}call offices. These are taken from the 
has nothing to say to the question, but|Breviary, from the Missal, and froin 
it proves this fact—that the meeting of|parts of Scripture, which [ know not; 
February, 1810, adverting to the meet-|but every year there is published a di- 
ing of September, 1808, and adopted alljrectory, under the authority of the Ro- 
the resolutions of that meeting; that is}man Catholic Archbishop of Dublin, in 
merely an independent testimony, but|which these offices are prescribed for 
here is a book which informs us whatlevery day in the year. Therefore, be- 
those resolutions were—at least whatifore the first of January every Roman 
one of those resolutions was which were}|Catholic priest in Ireland must have this 
adopted at the meeting of the 14th of|bovk, and he must have it in his — 
September, 1808. I beg to call your par-|every day of the year, to direct him. [It 
ticular attention to this extract: is called The Priests’ Directory. In this 
“Ata meeting of the Roman Catholic} book it is stated, that the Roman Catho- 
Prelates of Ireland, held on the 14th of|lic priests are to hold, four times in every 
September, 1808, it was unanimously a-|year, a conference, in which questions 
greed that Dens’s Complete Body of\are to be proposed by the prelates of 
Theology was the best book on the sub-Yeach diocese, and the priesthood are 


ject that could be republished.” obliged to be informed of the standard 
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principles of their church in answer to all 
those questions. Now to show that the 
statements I have made are correct, the 
directory from which I have read is that 
of 1835, this year. I shall now refer to 
the Directory for 1531, and we find the 
questions for the conference printed in 
each of the Directories. In that for 1831, 
the heading of the questions for confer- 
ence is as follows: 

“Obeying the commands,” (I am trans- 
lating from the Latin,)—‘obeying the 
commands of the most illustrious and 
most reverend archbishop and bishops of 
the province of Leinster, we shall dis- 
cuss the treatise frem the author, Mr. 
Dens, of ‘human actions,’ in two confer- 
ences—of ‘sins,’ in one conference, and 
of ‘conscience’ also, in one conference, 
for the year 1831.” 

This was in 1831, twenty-three years 
after the first edition of the work was 
published in 1808, and in consequence of 
this being set up by the command of 
‘the most illustrious and most rev. the 
archbishop and bishops of the province 
of Leinster,” a new edition was printed 
in the next year, I have here the Direc- 
tory for 1832, and the same facts are ex- 
actly recorded of the meeting of the bi- 
shops, and the following notification is 
given—“In the press, and will be pub- 
lished in March, 1832,” &c. We have 
here the questions for the conference of 
this year printed, and the heading is— 
“there will be four conferences for the 
year 1832, in the province of Leinster, 
in which, following Mr. Dens as our au- 
thor, we will discuss his treatise on the 
‘virtues.””” In the Directory for 1833, 
there are also the questions for the con- 
ference taken from Dens; in the Direc- 
tory for 1834, also, the questions are tak 
en from Dens, in the same consecutive 
order; and in the Directory for 1835, the 
present year, the questions are also tak- 
en in consecutive erder from the same 
source. The questions of conference for 
1831 will be found in the first volume of 
Dens, from page 144 to 182, each ques- 
tion in the printed conference corres- 
ponding with a chapter in Dens. The 
questions for the second conference will 
also be found from page 182 to 264. [it 
is not necessary for me to trespass on the 
time of the meeting by referring to them 
in detail. It is sufficient for me to state. 
that the consecutive questions of confer- 
ence for the five years, from 1831 to 
1835, are taken from consecutive chap- 
ters in Dens, and those chapters are se- 
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ard answers to questions. It will now, 
I believe, be universally admitted that 
this book has been set up as an authori- 
tative standard for the Roman Catholic 
priests of Ireland, during the time I have 
specified. ‘The only objection which we 
could possibly have anticipated to this 
allegation is, that as the statement in the 
Directory is not actually signed by the 
Roman Catholic archbishops and_ bi- 
shops, but is only the statement of the 
printer, we cannot fasten a charge upon 
them: that the printer may put what he 
pleases in his book, and they are not an- 
swerable for what he may introduce for 
the purpose, perhaps, of puffing off the 
work. But, in answer to that, we must 
consider this question—is it possible that 
the authorised printer to the whole Ro- 
man Catholic church in Ireland—to the 
College of Maynooth, and the Roman 
Catholic prelates, should print a matter 
of fact concerning the archbishops and 
bishops of every diocese in Ireland, in a 
book which was to be in the hands of 
every pr.est in Ireland, if the statement 
were not true? Is it possible he should 
print a statement that all the Roman 
Catholic prelates had set up as a stand- 
ard of theology, which all priests were 
to have in their hands—a work which 
they had not so set up? Is it possible he 
should publicly state that he had been 
for this very reason ordered to print this 
book, if he had not been ordered? Is it 
possible he could persuade the Roman 
Catholic clergy that they were to discuss 
in their private conferences, which they 
held under the direction of their bishops, 
certain questions which he should print, 
and that those questions should corres- 
pond with the authoritative standard, if 
those questions had not been proposed, 
and that standard not set up? I believe 
even a child would at once see that this 
is not possible. I confidently submit 
that there never was a clearer case than 
that which I have submitted to this meet- 
ing, and it was with a view to give an 
opportunity of impeaching this state— 
ment, if it were possible to impeach it, 
that I took the liberty of writing to Mr. 
Connell, to request him to come here, 
and if he could, to refute the authenticity 
of my statement by all the powers of his 
legal talents. We desire nothing but 
truth. It is a small matter for us to 
stand before a number of our poor fel- 
low-sinners, when we remember that we 
are standing in the presence of our God. 
[ trust I may say with equal confidence 
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we come here influenced by no unwor- 
thy motives—impelled by no unkind or 
unchristian feeling, but simply to dis- 
charge an imperative duty to our church 
—our churches rather, for we are of dif- 
ferent religious persuasions—to our fel- 
low creatures of all denominations—to 
our country and to our God. I, there- 
fore, before I proceed to the considera- 
tion of the second part of my statement, 
most confidently submit these facts to 
the judgment of the meeting, and [ trust 
that there will not be not only a dissen- 
tient voice, as | am sure there will not, 
but even a single dissentient feeling. If 
I thought there could be any mistake, | 
would endeavour to anticipate it; but I 
confess I see no possible link that can be 
added to the chain of evidence, and | 
therefore confidently submit, through the 
chair, to this meeting, the following re- 
solution: 

“Resolved, That it appears to the sa- 
tisfaction of this meeting, that Dens’s 
Complete Body of Theology has been 
adopted by the Roman Catholic bishops 
of Ireland, as containing those principles 
which they approve for the guidance of 
the Roman Catholic priesthood, since 
the year 1808, and set up for the confer- 
ences of the priests in the province of 
Leinster, since the year 1831.” 

The Rev. Dr. Cooke seconded the re- 
solution. 

Lord Kenyon then said, the meeting 
have heard the resolution proposed by 
the Rev. Mr. M‘Ghee, and seconded by 
Dr. Cooke, anda it is for them to express 
their sentiments upon it. Before [ put 
the resolution, I shall take this opportu- 
nity of calling publicly upon Mr. O’Con- 
nell, and apprising him if he be present, 
that although he has given no notice of 
his intention to take any part in the dis- 
cussion, it is open for him now to ad- 
dress the meeting on the subject under 
immediate consideration, as it will be 
during the future progress of these pro- 
ceedings. ‘The noble chairman then 
read the resolution, and put it to the 
meeting. 

Some interruption arose here from an 
individual endeavouring to address the 
assembly, without having qualified him- 
self by a compliance with the rules laid 
down. In reply to Lord Kenyon, who 
asked him who and what he was, he stat- 
ed that he was an Irishman anda Ro- 
man Catholic. His Lordship then read 
the rules aloud, and inquired whether 
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to which he replied that he certainly 
was not. 

Lord Kenyon then said, that indepen- 
dent of the rules which had been laid 
down, an express communication had 
been made to Mr. O’Connell, as the rev. 
gentleman had just stated. Jt was no 
prejudice or imputation upon Mr. O’Con- 
nell that he had not presented himself 
there, in consequence of that communi- 
cation; but that which was a special in- 
vitation to him, could not be considered 
and invitation to any one else. 

The resolution was then carried, it 
mav be said unanimously, not more than 
half a dozen hands in the vast assembly 
being held up against it. 

The same person who had caused the 
former interruption, again endeavoured 
to address the meeting. 

Lord Kenyon again declared he could 
not be heard. Ifan exception were made 
with respect to one individual, it might 
be expected that it should be made with 
respect to one thousand. 

The Rev. Mr. Ghee again rose and 
said—I congratulate the meeting upon 
the resolution which they have unani- 
mously adopted. You have this day de- 
cided upon a question which has baffled 
all the taients of all the statesmen and 
all the theologians of the empire from 
time immemorial. You have decided 
upon a question for which Mr. Pitt ap- 
pealed in vain to the foreign universi- 
ties. You have decided a point which 
your senators argued and reargued dur- 
ing all the time that the Catholic ques- 
tion was discussed in parliament. You 
have this day determined what is the 
nature of the principles really adopted 
by the Roman Catholic hierarchy of 
Ireland. ‘The importance of that resolu- 
tion cannot be calculated at this day. I 
firmly believe that the resolution you 
have adopted this day will be carried 
down in the page of your country’s his- 
tory; of the importance of it you can on- 
lv be aware now, by considering the 
nature of the book which was proved to 
be so unanimously and authoratively a- 
dopted by the Roman Catholic prelacy 
of Ireland: and I am sorry that it is now 
my painful duty to state that the prinei- 
ples contained in that book are as bad— 
as full not only of error but of intoler- 
ance and persecution—as even the ene- 
mies, even the worst enemies of the Ro- 
man Catholic church charging its mem- 
bers with delivering from their most an- 
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propositions which are to be deducted 
frem it. 

[n the first place, it will appear from 
it that the Catholic chureh accounts 
Protestants of all denominations, where- 
ver they may be—they account us—he- 
retics. 

Secondlv—They assert by baptism 
(for they allow heretical baptism to be 
valid,) we are brought under the pow- 
er of the domination of the Church of 
Rome. 

‘Lhirdly—So far from granting us to- 
leration, they hold that it is their duty to 
exterminate the rites of our worship. 

Fourthly—That it is the duty of the 
Church of Rome to compel hereties by 
corporal punishment to return to the 
faith of Popery. And, 

Fifthly—That the punishments so de- 
nounced are confiscation of property, 
exile, imprisonment, and death. 

[ have made some extracts from the 
documents on this subject, and have giv- 
en in parallel columns the Latin and the 
English in a small pamphlet of 40 or 50 
pages, which is published by Seely, to 
satisfy the public curiosity at the present 
moment. As I am suffering much pain 
in the organ of the voice, perhaps you 
will permit me to avail myself of your 
kind indulgence by requesting my rev. 
friend, Mr. ‘Tottenham, to read some of 
those extracts, proving consecutively the 
points I have mentioned, 

The Rev. Mr. Tottenhan then came 
forward and said—Mr. M‘Ghee’s first 
proposition is— 

“That Protestants of all denominations 
are accounted heretics by the Church of 
Rome, and worse ihan Jews and Pa- 
gans.” 

This is proved by the following ex- 
tracts: 

“What is heresy? 

“Answer. It is the unbelief of those 
who profess indeed that Christ has come, 
but who reject his doctrine as to any 
pe as proposed by the church, such as 

utherans, Calvinists, &c.”—Dens, vol. 
2, p. 78. 


In this it is established that the Church 


of Rome accounts all persons heretics 


who reject any part of the doctrine giv- 
en by Christ, and of course they reckon 


their own doctrine as being identical 


with that of Christ. 
Again— 


“What kind of infidelity is the great- 


est sin? 
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fidelity is considered objectively, or in 
reference to the subject matter of it, then 
Paganism is worse than Judaism, and 
Judaism is worse than heresy—because 
the Pagan errs in more particulars than 
the Jew, and the Jew in more than the 
heretic. But if it is considered subjec- 
lively, or in reference to the pertinacity 
of the will and the resistance to the faith, 
then heresy is the worst; and Judaism 
generally worse than Paganism; because 
heretics are wont to have a_ greater 
knowledge of the truths of the faith than 
Jews, and Jews than Pagans; and so, 
generally, heresy is the greatest crime.” 
Dens, vol. 2, p. 78. 

Here we have two things established, 
first that the Church of Rome accounts 
Protestants as heretics, and secondly, as 
such, reckons them worse than Jews or 
Pagans. 

The second proposition of Mr. M‘Ghee 
Ss" 

“That all are by baptism placed under 
the power of the domination of the Church 
of Rome.” 

I shall read the following extracts in 
confirmation of this statement: 

‘‘Are all who have been baptised, in the 
chureh 

‘“Weanswer. No. And particularly 
heretics and apostates are evidently not 
of the church, because they do not pro- 
fess the same faith and doctrine with 
those who are in the church, which, ne- 
vertheless, is expressed in the definition 
of the church, 

“Objection. The church judges and 
punishes heretics, but she does not 
‘judge those that are without,’ according 
to the Apostle, Ist Epistle to the Corin- 
thians, chap. v.; therefore heretics are in 
the church. 

‘We answer, by denying the conse- 
quent; for although heretics are without 
the church, nevertheless they remain 
by reason of baptism subject to the 
church, whence she justly seizes them as 
deserters from the camp of the church, 
and so they are under the obligation of 
returning; but the Apostle is treating of 
those who have never entered the church, 
or who have not been baptised.”—Dens, 
vol. 2d, p. 114. 

Again, in the chapter of “Infidels and 
Heretics being subject to the law,” we 
meet the following passage: 

“Heretics, Schismatics, Apostates, and 
all similar persons who have been bap- 
tised, are bound by the laws of the 
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subjects rebelling against their lawful 
prince are released {rom the laws of that 
prince, 

“Objection. Heretics are not in the 
church, therefore they are not subject to 
the church. 

“We answer by distinguishing the an- 
tecedent. If it means that heretics are 
not in the church, as far as relates to the 
union of charity and communion of the 
Saints, we grant it: but if it means that 
they are not in the church as to subjec- 
tion, we deny it; for they are made by 
baptism subject to the church, and they 
remain personally subject to the church 
wheresoever they may be.’”—Dens, vol. 
2, p. 289. 

Thus the second proposition is estab- 
lished, that the Church of Rome consi- 
ders Protestants as being by baptism 
subject to its jurisdiction, and the only 
point remaining to be considered on this 
part of the subject is, whether that 
Church considers the baptism of here- 
tics valid. Now the Council of Trent 
uttered an anathema against those who 
should doubt the validity of such bap- 
tism. 

“It is not required that a minister 
should explicitly intend to do that which 
the Roman Church does, but it is suffi- 
cient that he should simply and gene- 
rally intend to do that which Christ in- 
stituted, or that which the true church 
does, whatsoever his opinion of that 
church may be, as the practice of the 
church declares, which holds the baptism 
of heretics to be valid. 

“But what if he should have two con- 
flicting intentions, as for example: the 
heretic baptizes, intending to do that 
which Christ instituted, or what his own 
church does, but not what the Roman 
Church does? 

“We answer. Sucha man, morally 
speaking, baptizes in a valid manner.” — 
Dens, vol. 5, p. 133. 

I now pass to the third propostion, and 
in doing so we are ascending to the cli- 
mix—that so far from granting tolera- 
tion, “it is the duty of the Roman Ca- 
tholic church to exterminate the rites of 
our religion.’—In Dens’s Theology are 
the following questions: 

“Is it lawful to tolerate the rites of 
unbelievers? 

“This is answered, first—The rites of 
the Jews, although they sin in exercis— 
ing them, may be tolerated with a cer- 
tain degree of moderation, because from 
thence great good accrues to the church, 
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faith from our enemies, since by their 
rites those things which we believe are 
represented to us as in 2 figure. 

“It is said, ‘with a certain degree of 
moderation, because if there be any 
danger that the Jews by their rites, 
prove a scandal to Christians, the chureh 
can and ought to moderate, or even to 
prevent it, as may be best expedient. 
Hence it has been decreed in the 5th 
Book of Decreta!s, 6th chap. 3 and 7, 
that it may not be lawful for the Jews to 
have many synagogues in one state, por 
to build new ones in many places. 

“We answer 2dly—The rites of the 
other unbelievers, namely, of Pagans and 
Heretics, are not in themselves to be to- 
lerated, because they are so bad that no 
truth or utility can from thence be deriv- 
ed to the good of the churel. 

“Except, however, that some great- 
er evils might accrue from some other 
source, or some greater good be pre- 
vented. 

“Objection I. The Apostle to the Ro- 
mans, chap. xiv. verse 5, says, ‘Let eve- 
ry man abound in his own sense,’ (we 
translate the Greek, ‘Let every man be 
fully persuaded in his own mind.’)— 
Therefore, liberty of religion is to be left 
to every man. 

“This is answered by denying the 
consequence—(that is, by denying that 
liberty of conscience is to be left to eve- 
ry man,) for the Apostle is not treating 
of the rites of religion, but of the obser- 
vance or non-observance of the ditlerence 
of days and meats according to the law 
of Moses, either of which might well be 
done at that time. 

“Objection H. The dilemma of Ga- 
maliel, Acts, chap. v. verse 38 and 39. 
Where he is speaking of those things 
which the Apostles were doing, ‘Re- 
frain from these men and let them alone, 
for if this counsel or this work be of man 
it will come to nought, but if it be of 
God ye cannot overthrow it.’ 

“We answer Ist, this is a dilemma not 
of the Sacred Scripture but of Gamaliel, 
who, by this apparent argument, wished 
to rescue the Apostles, whom he favour- 
ed, from present danger. 

“We answer, 2dly, that granting the 
argument of Gamaliel to be valid, there 
is this difference, that the cause of un— 
believers is not doubtful to the judges of 
the church as that of the Apostles was 
to the Jews, but it is clear that it 1s cer- 
tainly false and condemned; whence it 
is not to be tried or approved, but extir- 
pated, unless there may be some pru- 
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dential reasons which may induce us to 
tolerate it.”—Dens, vol. p. 82, 83. 

The fourth proposition is stronger still, 
namely—* That it 1s duly of the Roman 
Catholic church to compel heretics, by 
corporal punishment, to submit to the 
faith.” The questions in Dens are 
these: 

“Are unbelievers to be compelled to 
join themselves to the bosom of the faith- 
ful? 

“We answer first—Unbelievers who 
have never been baptized cannot be 
compelled to receive the faith in the first 
place, not by the church, because she 
has no jurisdiction over the unbaptised, 
according to the Ist Corinthians, chap. 
v. ver. 12.—‘ What have | to do to judge 
them that are without?’ nor even by se- 
cular princes, although their superiors, 
because they have only a political power 
over them, which merely respects the 
public peace and tranquillity. 

“The same also is proved by the ex- 
ample of Christ, the doctrine and prac- 
tice of the church, and the form pre- 
scribed to the apostles in preaching.— 
Matt. x. 

“Objection. It is said, Luke, chap. 
xiv., v. 23, ‘Go out into the highways 
and hedges, and compel them to come 
in:’ therefore all unbelievers can be com- 
pelled to receive the faith. 

“This is answered by denying the 
consequent; for, according to St. Grego- 
ry, the words of the parable are to be 
understood of compulsion improperly so 
called, which is used by preaching, per- 
suasion, showing of miracles, &c. 

“But if, with St. Augustine, you un- 
derstand the words of compulsion pro- 
perly so called, then they are understood 
of heretics and schismatics, who have at 
some time made profession of faith, and 
who can, properly speaking, be com- 
pelled. 

“We answer 2dly to the question, that 
unbelievers who have been baptised as 
heretics and apostates generally, and 
also baptised schismatics, can be com- 
pelled by corporal punishments to return 
to the Catholic faith and the unity of 
the church. 

“The reason is, that they by baptism 
are made subjects of the church, and 
therefore the church has jurisdiction over 
them, and the power of compelling them, 
by the ordained means to obedience, to 
fulfil the obligations contracted in their 
baptism. 

‘“This also obtains in the case of those 
who have been baptised in their infancy, 
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or who, compelled by fear or any neces- 
sity, have received baptism; as the 
Council of Trent teaches, session 7, ca- 
non 14; and the 4th Council of Toledo, 
canon 909. 

“You may object—‘No one believes 
against his will, but the will cannot be 
compelled; therefore no one can be com- 
pelled to the faith.’ 

“We answer by denying the conse- 
quent; for he is not compelled to believe 
against his will, but that from being un- 
willing, he should be made willing. 

“You will urge again—No one can be 
compelled to baptism, therefore no one 
to the faith. 

“We answer with St. Thomas on this: 
—‘As to vow is the part of a willing 
mind, but to pay what is vowed is of ne- 
cessity; so, to receive the faith is the 
part of the will, but to hold it when 
received, is of necessity, and therefore 
heretics can be compelled to hold the 
faith.’ 

“Meantime it is not always expedient 
that the Church should use this night, as 
will appear from what shall be said here- 
after.”—Dens, vol. 2, p. 79, 81. 

Thus the church of Rome _ professes 
the power not over the unbaptised, but 
over all who are baptised in whatever 
class of heretics they may be found.— 
The fifth and last proposition is—“ That 
the punishments which the church of 
Rome decrees against heretics are con- 
fiscation of property, exile, imprisonment 
and death.’ ‘This is the most importan 
ofall. I beg the attention of the meet- 
ing to it, and if necessary I will read the 
original Latin as well as the transiation: 

“What are the punishments decreed 
against those infected with that stain? 

“Heretics who are known to be such, 
are infamous for this very cause itself, 
and ure deprived of Christian burial. 

“Their temporal goods are for this 
very cause itself confiscated; but before 
the execution of the act, the sentence 
declaratory of their crime ought to pro- 
ceed from the ecclesiastical judge, be- 
cause the cognizance of heresy lies in the 
ecclesiastical tribunal, 

“Finally, they are also justly inflicted 
with other corporal punishments as with 
exile, imprisonment, &c. 

“Are heretics justly punished with 
death? 

“St. Thomas answers—22 quest. 11. 
art. 3.in corp. ‘Yes—because forgers of 
money or other disturbers of the state 
are justly punished with death, therefore 
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and as experience testifies, grievously 
disturb the state.’ 

“This is confirmed, because God in 
the Old ‘Testament ordered the false 
Prophets to be slain; and in Deut. chap. 
17, v. 12, it is decreed that if any one 
will act proudly and will not obey the 
commands of the Priest, let him be put 
to death. See also the 18th chap. 

“The same is proved from the con- 
demnation of the 14th article of John 
Huss, in the Council of Constance.”— 
Dens, vol. 2, p. 88, 89. 

You will here observe, that not only 
confiscation of property, exile, and im- 
prisonment, but death, are decreed a- 
gainst heretics, and the author attempts 
to justify them by a reference to the au- 
thority of the Old Testament, and an 
appeal to the infallible authority and pre- 
cedent of the Council of Constance. 
Now, the state of the case is this—from 
the extracts which I have read, these 
five propositions are proved distinctly; 
that Protestants of all denominations are 
considered heretics by the Roman Ca- 
tholic church; that that church holds 
that we are, by baptism, placed under its 
domination; that, so far from granting 
toleration, itis iis duty to exterminate 
the rites of our religion; that it is its 
duty, fourthly, to compel us, by corporal 
punishments, to submit to the faith; and, 
fifthly, that the punishments which it 
decrees are confiscation of property, ex- 
ile, imprisonment, and death. And mark, 
lastly, that the only restraint—the only 
exception in any one of these cases, is a 
mere question of expediency. 

The Rev. Mr. M‘Ghee resumed— 
Now it may, perhaps, occur to some in- 
dividuals here—it ought, perhaps, natu- 
rally to occur to us all, that although 
those principles are to be found in this 
book, so adopted by the Roman Catho- 
lic prelates and hierarchy of Ireland, still 
that those prelates did not, or would not, 
bring such principles as these under the 
discussion of their priests; but that they 
rather avoid it, taking what was good 
in the book, and putting out the bad. 
But what will be the sensation of this 
meeting when they learn, that the ques- 
tions proposed for the private conferen- 
ces of the Roman Catholic priests of the 
province of Leinster, for the year 1832, 
by the archbishop and bishops, but ra- 
ther, I believe, for those of the priests 
of Ireland, were questions embracing 
every single point which you have heard 
taken from the chapters in Dens. You 
will remember the heading of the con- 
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ference is, “There will be four confer- 
ences for the vear 1832, in the province 
of Leinster,” and then it goes on to say, 
“in which, Dominun Dens auctorem se- 
quentes, we shall discuss his treatise on 
the virtues.” These principles are all 
to be found in a discussion upen the vir- 
tues; the theological virtues, faith, hope, 
and charity. Here, in the second con- 
ference, is the question, “Are unbeliev- 
ers to be compelled to unite themselves 
to the bosom of the church?” You have 
heard the answer—the authoritative an- 
swer. ‘“‘Is it lawful to tolerate the rites 
of unbelievers?” You have heard the 
answer. ‘“‘What punishments are de- 
creed against those infected with the 
stain of heresy?” You have heard the 
answer. ‘There is, perhaps, another ob- 
jection—perhaps you will say, although 
these questions are given as proposed in 
the private conferences, and although 
the answers are made which are found 
in the book, perhaps the bishops and 
clergy deny the authority of Dens I 
am sorry to be obliged tostate, that such 
an interpretation is impossible. ‘The 
proposition of the question itself/—the 
very terms in which it is proposed, and 
the declaration made, preclude the pos- 
sibility of such an interpretation. [I must 
call the attention of the meeting to the 
principle of the punishment decreed by 
the Church of Rome, as stated in the 
treatise of Dens on laws. Iam now 
translating from the book, Dens, vol. 2, 
p. 307: 

“Punishment is decreed in a two-fold 
manner by the laws, namely, by the 
mode of the sentence already decreed 
(sententice late), and of the sentence to 
be decreed (sententia ferende.) 

“The punishment is said to be of the 
sententie late, which is incurred by the 
very thing in which the transgression of 
the law, or the sin, is committed, with- 
out any further sentence; such is the ex- 
communication annexed to external 
heresy. 

“The punishment of the sententia fe- 
rende is that which is not incurred by 
the very fact, but is decreed to be inflict- 
ed by the sentence of the judge to be af- 
terwards pronounced.” 

It is then asked— 

“How do you distinguish whether the 
punishment is of the senientie late or 
ferenda?” 

The answer is— 
“By the words of the law itself.” 
It is added—“lf these words be used 
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it is of the sententie late—that is, it is 
of that nature that the decree has alrea- 
dy passed against it.”” Now, when we 
turn to the chapter in Dens, oa which 
this question of these private conferences 
is proposed, what do we find? We find 
these very, words, which prove these 
punishments to have passed the infalli- 
ble decree of Rome: 

“Heretici notorii sunt infames tpso 
jure, &c. . 

“Bona eorum temporalia sunt ¢pso 
jure confiscata, &c.’’—Dens, vol. 2, p. 88. 

And how ‘is the question proposed to 
the priesis, on this subject, in the con- 
ference; it is, 

“Qu pcene contra ista labe infectos 
LATE! 

This is the very expression declared 
in the treatise on laws, to be decreed by 
the church, without any trial being ne- 
cessary on the subject; so, without judge 
or jury, or any other sentence necessary 
to [ pronounced, heretics fall under the 
denunciations which you have heard, as 
being decreed against them by the 
church of Rome. There is another 
point which puts the question beyond all 
possibility of doubt, and to which I wish 
especially to call the attention of the 
meeting. ‘There isa chapter in Dens on 
the consent of bishops, vol. 2, p. 129, in 
which this question is asked: 

“Is the express consent of the bishops 
required for the infallible authority of a 
decision decreed (late decistonis)? 

‘ Answer—No; but their tacit consent 
is enough, consisting in being silent, and 
not exclaiming against it, after the defi- 
nition decreed, which has sufficiently 
come within the knowledge of the bi- 
shops; for to be silent in this case is to 
consent; for the error, saith Felix HL., 
which is not resisted is approved; and 
truth when it is defended is oppressed; 
and St. Aug. Ejpist. 109, saith, the church 
of God is that which neither approves 
nor keeps silence as to those things which 
are contrary to faith or a good life.” 

Here it is declared, that if the bishops 
do not ery out against a decree they ra- 
tify it. What, then, have we here? The 
bishops not silent but speaking; not ery- 
ing out against, but adopting, printing, 
circulating, commanding, proposing the 
very questions, and setting up this book 
as the authoritative standard of their 
answers for all the Roman Catholic 
priests of Ireland. 

Another interruption occurred here, 
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Lord Kenyon said—No person can be 

allowed to interrupt the proceedings of 
the meetung. Ifany one does so he will 

remember that he cannot stay in it. 

Mr. M‘Ghee resumed—Let no man 

now, I say, pretend to be ignorant of 
the sources of those fitful flames of deso- 

lation and misery which are ever burst— 

ing up from the voleanic bosom of un- 

happy Ireland. You talk of bringing 

your legislation to allay them—you 

mightas well legislate to arrest the erup- 

tions of Vesuvius, or to extinguish the 

lava which boils in the burning bosom 

of Etna. There is a monster like him 

who was fabled to be buried beneath the 

Sicilian mountains, who spreads his gi- 

ant length and breadth beneath all the 

deep foundations of that unhappy land, 

and manifests the heaving efforts of his 
existence only by his ceaseless attempts 
to convulse, to agitate, and to inflame. 
What peace can we expect in such a 
state of things as this, when confiscation, 
exile, imprisonment, and death—the ve- 
ry horrors of war are incorporated in 
the very frame of man’s social existence? 
When men who ought to be the minis— 
ters of Christ, instead of taking the 
leaves from the tree of life to sweeten 
the bitter waters of contention, evoke, 
as it were, the demons of discord to poi- 
son the streams which should flow un- 
sullied from the “fountain of living wa- 
ters,” where religion, that blessing which 
God has given us to heal the wounds of 
human sorrow, to still the storms of hu- 
man passion, and to renew and regene- 
rate the apostate heart of man, 1s made 
in the hands of its ministers an instru- 
ment to rankle every wound, to exaspe-— 
rate every passion, to ulcerate, to fester, 
to gangrene into death the natural cor- 
ruption of the guilty human heart. You 
all remember the time when it was stat- 
ed that the principles of the Church of 
Rome remaining the same, and man’s 
natural heart remaining the same, it was 
to be expected that where the same op- 
portunities offered the same results would 
be produced; and history was appealed 
to in confirmation of this proposition; 
and you recollect on that occasion a cer- 
tain noble and learned lord stated, that 
“those who read history thus, read it 
like an old almanac.” | thank that noble 
and learned lord for his apposite and 
prophetic illustration. Little did he 
dream when he made that remark that, 
the time was so soon to come when the 
fanciful conceit of illustration would be 





from some unauthorised persons attempt- 
ing to address the meeting. 


lost in the fatal reality of fact, and that 
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the English language would be left with- 
out another word which would come 
with equal power, not to corroborate, 
but to pour a flood of refutation on his 
arguments, For what is this book but 
an almanac? The almanac of the Ro- 
man Catholic priests in Ireland. Here 
is the almanac of 1832. Is this an old 
almanac? Here is the almanac of 1833. 
Is that an old almanac? The almanac 
of 1834, of 1835. Is that an old alma- 
nac? Who can be surprised at—alas. 
for my poor countrymen. I was going 
to ask, who can blame the excesses of 
the deluded peasantry of [reland, when 
the very crimes of the unhappy people 
are enumerated amongst the virtues of 
the authoritative standard of their spi- 
ritual guides recollect “tractatum de vir- 
tulibus discutiemus”—when the deeds of 
guilt and darkness which are reduced to 
horrid practice in the drunken debauch 
of the midnight assassin, are debated in 
principle in the sober mornings of reli- 
gious conference among the priests? Oh, 
if my poor countrymen were here, and I 
could address them all, (and I can say 
for both priests and people, that my 
heart’s desire and my prayer to God for 
them is, that they may be saved), I 
would ask them one question, “Is this 
the religion of ‘the Lord Jesus Christ? 
Is this the religion of Him who came in- 
to this world to save sinners? Can this 
bear the test of human judgment for a 
single moment? And oh, as [ see there 
are some Roman Catholics here, and | 
would address them, [ hope, with fide- 
lity, but [ trust I say say, with Christian 
affection; I ask them, in the sight of 
Him who shall judge the heaven and 
the earth, if these things cannot for a 
moment bear the test of human scrutiny, 
how shall they stand before the bar of 
the eternal God? We cannot wonder 
if those dark and guilty purposes which 
are cherished in the ear at the confes- 
sional, are sometimes let out in the im- 
prudent effusions of the intemperate pub- 
lic orator. We cannot be surprised at, 
and we cannot recollect without horror, 
the truculent threat, that if power were 
not given to the Church of Rome, the 
night would come, when the latches of 
our doors should be lifted, and we should 
be laid weltering in our blood before the 
faces of our wives and children. We 
cannot be surprised if, when a man 
chooses to exercise the privilege of a free- 
man, in voting against the power of the 
church of Rome, the threat of a death’s- 
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Here a violent interruption took place, 
and continued for some time, several 
persons in the room attempting to ad- 
dress the meeting. Order was at length 
restored on an appeal from the chair- 
man. 

Mr. M‘Ghee again proceeded I 
should not, he said, have adverted to this 
trite and hacknied charge, because it has 
been spoken of in other places; it has 
been spoken of on the hustings and in 
the house of commons, but I have not 
seen it spoken of as I think it ought; for 
what is the fact? ‘The fact is this—that 
this very emblem of a death’s-head and 
cross- bones, or some such horrible shape 
or figure of death, was the portentous 
harbinger of murder which is fixed up- 
ou the doors of the victims destined for 
assassination in many of the southern 
countries in Ireland. , 

The disturbance was here renewed, 
by persons again attempting to interrupt 
the speaker. 

Lord Kenyon said, I must call upon 
the meeting to recollect the object for 
which it is called, and the terms upon 
which persons are allowed to attend at 
it. ‘he object of the meeting is to prove 
to Protestants of all religious denominae 
tions, by authentic documents, the real 
tenets of the Church of Rome, as now 
held by the Roman Catholic bishops and 
priests of Treland. Any Roman Catho- 
lics who could obtain tickets are allowed 
to attend here, but they must not com- 
plain or interrupt the proceedings, if 
Protestants proceed to show what are 
the real tenets of the Roman Catholic 
church, and the practices to be deduced 
from them; that being the purpose for 
which the meeting is called. I call upon 
the meeting to stand by the chair to pre- 
vent interruption. If any person does 
interrupt the proceedings, he must leave 
the meeting—he must be turned out. 

The Rev. Mr. M‘Ghee, when order 
was restored, said, I suppose I have been 
interrupted, because it was considered 
that I had stated what was not the fact. 
Now, before I came to this meeting a 
document was sent to me by a clergy- 
man, a friend of my own in the south of 
[reland, and he sent me the very paper 
which I now submit to the meeting, 
(‘The rev. gentleman here exInbited a 
ficure of death and cross-bones.) These 
are the actual figures which were placed 
over the door of the poor victims of as- 
sassination. ‘They represent a figure of 
death stretched upon a coffin, with the 
assassin’s hand above, pointing to the 
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figure, and these words written—— 
“THERE HE 1s.” This paper is an actual 
print—I know not by what ruthless 
hand, but these were circulated and 
pasted over the doors of destined victims, 
through several counties of Ireland. A 


lic church has been carried along in the 
universal progression. Our faith is the 
same, but our system of ecclesiastical 
government is wholly changed. Perse- 
cution cannot be considered as an ingre- 


dient of a man’s creed. It may, indeed, 
facsimile of it was published in the Kil-|be the result of his principles, but cannot 


kenny Moderator of the ist of Septem-|be considered as of the essence of his 
ber, 1832, and the fact was stated as one|belief. It were wiser for Mr. M‘Clintock 
well known in all the southern counties|to look at the declaration of the Catholic 
of lreland. Ido not mean to chargeluniversities, denying the abominable 
the individual with the actual intention|doctrines imputed to us—to the recent 
of issuing such a threat, but I will ask|protest of the Catholic bishops of Lre- 
this question, did he know that it was|land, and to the oath which every Ro- 
used as the actual threat of murder, or|man Cathelic takes, than to the moth- 
did he not? Ifhe says he did not, I canjeaten volumes with which he has been 
only answer that I believe there was not|replenishing his mind.” 

an attorney in the hall, nota lawyer on| Mr. O’Connell, too, in his celebrated 
the circuits, not a judge on the bench,jaddress to the Dissenters of England, 
not a juryman in the box, not a witness|uses these expressions: 

onthe table, or aculpritin the dock,} ‘We desire to bring into practical 
who did not know that that was the ac-joperation this great principle of indivi- 
tual emblem that was fixed on the doors|dual duty and social right, ‘that every 
of the victims of assassination. If he}human being should worship God ac- 


was the only one ignorant of it, how/|cording to the sincere dictates of his con- 
marvellous was the sympathy of his sen-|scientious belief.” 
timent; and if he did know of’ it, how} Again: 


awful and how truculent was the threat! ‘Ihe Catholics of Ireland are devoted 
of intimication. I pass now from the|with equal warmth, and, if possible, 
principles contained in the book to which|more persevering zeal, to the cause of 
I have referred, and proceed to call your|religious freedom. ‘The Catholic pre- 
attention to the solemnity of the forms|lates eagerly join the Catholic laity in 
by which those principles have been ab |the assertion of the principle of liberty 
jured, and to point out to your consi-|of conscience. 
deration how confidently those abjura-| ‘Protestant brethren, there are other 
tions were referred to by the most zeal-icharges made against our tenets which 
ous supporters and able advocates ofjwe do not stoop to contradict. Those 
Catholic emancipation, before the bill|who know us best are well aware how 
passed; for you recollect with what con-|false and unfounded all such charges 
fidence they referred to the utter abjura-|are. However, we subjoin in the appen- 
tion of those principles by the whole hie-|dix accurate copies of the oaths, taken 
rarchy of the Roman Catholic Church.|indiscriminately by the Catholic laity 
On one occasion a gentleman, a friend ofjand Catholic clergy of every rank in Ire- 
mine, in the county of Lowth, went to ajland.” 
meeting of Roman Catholics. Hisspeech} Here Mr. Sheil appeals to the renun- 
is not reported in this volume, contain-|ciation of those principles by the univer- 
ing speeches of Mr. O'Connell and Mr.|sities; and both he and Mr. O’Connell 
Sheil, which I hold in my hand, but he|appeal to the oaths of the prelates. Mr. 
said the Roman Catholic prelates and|Sheil appeals to the universities. I go 
priests should renounce and deny their|to the universities, and 1 ask of all the 
ancient councils, before they ask for pow-|universities to whom Mr. Pitt sent his 
er over the Protestants. Mr. Sheil re-|questions, what was the one which pro- 
plied to him in this language: tested most loudly against them? It was 
“How much more wise it would be of|that University of Louvaine, and the 
Mr. M‘Clintock, instead of referring us|protest was in these terms: 
to the Council of Lateran, to refer his} “The Faculty of Divinity at Louvaine 
fellow-believers to the progress of events, having heen requested to give her opin- 
to the universal diffusion of intelligence,|ion upon the questions above stated, does 
and the material changes which the reli-\it with readiness; but struck with aston- 
gion both of Catholics and Protestants\ishment that such questions should, at 
has undergone. ‘The sphere of human|the end of this eighteenth century, be 
knowledge has advanced, and the Catho-! proposed to any learned body by the in- 


<y* REG DRI oP pene 


AT Sa RR <M aD Re iy Rape AR ns 


co eggs 





i 





HINO AONE Ae URNA ee, ATE RS Es IE LET ORE RN OTE 

















1885. Great Meeting at Exeter Hall, London. 809 


habitants of a kingdom that glories in 


2 jracter, and to be as proper and well con- 
the talents and discernment of its natives, 


ducted a man as any in the city, boldly 
the faculty being assembled for the above jasserted, that he had received authority 


purpose, itis agreed, with the unanimous|from Dr. Troy, and he published his let- 
consent of all voices, to answer the que-|ter to the Bishop. In this Bible there is 
ries absolutely in the negative.” this note on the 17th chapter of Deuter- 

This comes from the college of Lou-jonomy, from the 8th to the 12th verse: 
vaine, and what is the fact? That four-| ‘Here we see what authority God was 
teen years before in the college of Lou-|pleased to give to the church guides of 
vaine, this very book was _ published.|the Old Testament, in deciding without 
Mr. Dens’s work was adopted and ap-jappeal to controversies relating to the 
proved as an authorised standard of the- |law, promising that they should not err 
ology, as appears by the approbation|therein; as punishing with death such as 
from the proper authority prefixed to|proudly refused to obey their decisions; 
the 5th volume, and bearing date, 15thjand surely he has not done less for the 

March, 1776. So much for the univer-|church guides of the New Testament.” 
sities at the end of the 18th century.| Dr. Murray was examined, on the 
Both Mr. O’Connell and Mr. Sheil refer|subject of this note, before the Commit- 
to the oaths of the bishops. Now let us|tee of the House of Commons. He was 
examine that point; [ will beg to call at-jasked his opinion of it, and how he ex- 
tention to three or four particulars con-|plained it, because it arrogated to the 
nected with it, and one of them cannot|church guides of the New ‘Testament the 
but strike you as singular. Dr. Murray|power of putting to death. After ex- 
and Dr. Doyle were examined before a|plaining his view of the meaning of the 
committee of the House of Commons,|passage, he added, “But on account of 
and they were asked questions as to the|the wrong principle which, if misunder- 
standard principles of the Church of|stood, it might tend to propagate, I or 
Rome. Dr. Murray gave the creed of|dered the objectionable part of the note 
Pius the Fourth, the catechim of the|to be expunged, and in the stereotype 
Council of Trent, Bossuet’s Exposition|jedition of the Bible already alluded to, 
of the Catholic Faith, Vernon’s Rule of\there is no such note to be found.” Now 
Faith, Holden’s Analysis of Faith, and\here is the stereotype edition, and the 
several others; Dr. Doyle gave the de-|note is to be found exactly in the same 


———— 


crees of the Council of Trent, the pro-|place, with this distinction, that the i 
‘ fession of faith by Pius the Fourth, and|words “punishing with death such as pe 
1 the Roman Catechism, or Catechism of|proudly refused to obey their decisions” e 
e the Council of Trent. Now, is it not alare omitted, but the same authority is ‘ 
v singular fact, that although this book|claimed for the church guides of the New ~ 
S was set up as a standard for those gen-|Testament as that which was given to ie 
le tlemen when they were priests by their|those of the Old. Dr. Murray was also ee 
n bishops, and afterwards set up by themjexamined with respect to the Council of a 
y when they became bishops for their|Constance, and the murder of John Huss, BR, 
= priests, vet, that neither of them advert-|which has always been considered one ah 

ed to Dens’s Body of Theology? It isjof the most marked specimens of perfid ve 
1- also singular, that in all the controver-jand eruelty that history exhibits. John ae 
fe sies which we have had in Ireland onjHuss came with the safe conduct of the . 4 
at the subject, [ never recollect: I may be|Emperor to the council; but in spite of ie 
I. wrong, but I do not recollect Dens’s|his safe conduct he was taken and put to e 
£0 book being once referred to. But [havejdeath. This is an awful proof of the a 
he to call attention to another fact of im- 


oh 


oe 


practical effects of the principle of not 
keeping faith with hereties. Dr. Murray 
stated in his answer “that Jolin Huss 
taught doctrines very peinicious to soci- 
ety, which the civil laws, as well as the 
laws of religion, condemned:” “that the 
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iS meee, Here isa Bible; this is the 
‘0- oman Catholic quarto Bible published 
in 1816 by the authority of Dr. Troy. 
he When the British Critic exposed some 

: of the notes in this Bible—and if you 
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ine were to read them, you would see whatjsafe conduct, on being examined, proved 
in- an awful commentary they are upon the|to be nothing more than a mere travel- 
eS word of God—Dr. Troy denied that he|ling passport;” and added, that “unfor- 
on- had authorised the edition; but Mr.|tunately the same statute which then dis- 
at Coyne, the Roman Catholic bookseller,|graced the law books of England, was 
be whom, [ believe, from all 1 have everjin force in Constance, and according to 
in- heard of him, to bear as excellent a cha-'that law, he suffered death.” He was 
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also examined as to the doctrines of love 
and charity incu:cated upon the Roman 
Catholics towards Protestants; and par- 
ticularly as to a prayer in one of the li- 
turgies that God would humble the ene- 
mies of the church. His answer was— 
“ft isa prayer which has been in use for 
centuries, and it means nothing more 
than that the enemies of the church may 
not triumph over it. It does not excite 
any hatred or unkindly feeling towards 
those not of the caurch, for great pains 
are taken to instil a contrary feeling into 
the minds of the Catholic people. ‘They 
are taught to love their own enemies, 
and the enemies of the church. that is 
carefully instilled into the minds of the 
youngest chillren who are taught the 
elements of the Christian doctrine; they 
are taught that their neighbours, whom 
they are bound to love as they love them- 
selves, comprise mankind of every de- 
scription—even those who injure us, or 
differ from us in religion.””> Now, mark 
these things. Dr. Murray says that, on 
account of the objectionable meaning 
which might be attached to the note, he 
had caused it to be expunged. He states 
that an offence against civil society, and 
a law similar to one which existed in 
England, were the causes of the death 
of John Huss; and he declares that the 
principles of kindness, charity, and love 
to the enemies of the church, are incul- 
cated upon the minds of the Roman Ca- 
tholic children. Now, what is the fact? 
In this very book, Dens’s Theology —the 
authority which Dr. Murray has set up 


as a conference book for the priests of 


his diocese, the authority which is so 
daringly taken from God’s holy word, as 
a ground for the murder of heretics, is 
taken from this very passage in Deu- 
teronomy, with this identical objectiona- 
ble interpretation of it, which he says, 
lest it might be misunderstood, he had 


blotted out from the stereotype edition of 





the Bible:—‘Confirmatur ex eo quod 
Deus in vetert lexe jusserit occidi falsos 
prophetas. kt Deut. cap. 17, v. 12, sta- 
tuatur, ut qui superbierit, nolens obedire 
sacerdotis wmperio, moriatur. ‘This is 
confirmed, because God, in the Old Tes- 
tament, ordered the false prophets to be 
slain: and in Deut. chap. 17, v. 12, it is 
decreed, that if any one will act proudly, 
and will not obey the commands of the 
priest, let him be put to death.” While 
he mourns over the Law of Constance, 
which at that time of darkness caused 
John Huss to be put to death he sets up 
as the precedent and authority for the 
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murder of heretics, this very murder of 
John Huss at the Council of Constance 
—“‘Idem probatur ex condemnatione ar- 
ficult 14, Joannis Huss, in concilto Con- 
stanliensi.” ‘The same is proved from 
the condemnation of the 14th article, of 
John Huss in the Council of Constance.” 
And while he says that the principles of 
love and charity are so carefully instilled 
into the breasts of children, what does 
he do? We have here the 8th volume 
of the work to which I have so often re- 
ferred, and we find under the express 
sanction of Dr. Murray himself this doc- 
trine laid down—*T he bishop is bound, 
even in places where the office of the 
Holy Inquisition is in force, sedulously to 
take care that he may purge the diocess 
entrusted to him from heretics; and if 
he find any one he ought to punish him 
with the canonical punishments. He 
ought, however, to take that he does not 
obstruct the inquisitors from'discharging 
their duty.” —Dens, volume 8, page 82. 
Here it is laid as an express command 
upon the bishop to purge his diocese, 
not from heresy but from heretics—“‘ab 
hereticis,” even where the holy inquisi~ 
tion is in force, and the only restraint 
placed upon the persecuting power and 
duty of the bishop is, that he shall not 
interfere with the tender mercies of the 
inquisitor. I am sorry to dwell upon 
any individual—but it was not to these 
points that Mr. Sheil and Mr. O’Connell 
referred. ‘They referred to the protest 
of all the Roman Catholic bishops a- 
gainst these pernicious doctrines. Now, 
here is a book published by Dr. Doyle, 
‘An Essay upon the Catholic Claims, 
addressed to the Right Hon. the Earl of 
Liverpool.” ‘To this is appended the 
pastoral address of the Roman Catholic 
archbishops and bishops of Ireland, to 
which these gentlemen so confidently re- 
fer us, and let us see the object with 
which they declare that they published 
iC— 

“Ata time when the spirit of calm in- 
quiry is abroad, and men seem anxious 
to resign those prejudices through which 
they viewed the doctrines of others; the 
archbishops and bishops of the Roman 
Catholic church in Ireland, avail them- 
selves with pleasure of the dispassionate 
tone of the public mind, to exhibit a sim- 
ple and correct view of those tenets that 
are most frequently misrepresented. 

“If it please the Almighty that the 
Catholics of Ireland should be doomed 
to continue in the humble and degraded 
condition in which they are now placed, 
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they will submit with resignation to the 
divine will. The prelates, however, 
conceive it aduty which they owe to 
themselves, as well as to their Protes 
tant fellow-subjects, whose good opinion 
they value, to endeavour once more to 
remove the false impressions that have 
been frequently cast upon the faith and 
discipline of that church which is entrust- 
ed to their care, that all may be enable 
to know with accuracy the genuine 
eg song of those men are proscribed 

vy law from any participation in the 
honour, dignities, and emoluments of the 
State. 

Now, here we have their object in 
publishing this pastoral address and de- 
claration. It is divided inte fourteen 
heads, and the eleventh head contains 
the following words: 

“The Catholics of Ireland not only do 
not believe, but they declare upon oath, 
that they detest as unchristian and im- 
pious the belief that it is lawful to mur- 
der or destroy any person or persons 
whatsoever, for or under the pretence 
of their being heretics, and also the 
principle that no faith is to be kept with 
heretics.” 

Now, mark here, when it is their in- 
terest to lead Protestants to believe that 
these are their real principles, they pub- 
lish their declaration on oath, not ad- 
dressed to Protestants, but to the Ro- 
man Catholic priests themselves, as the 
most solemn manner of conveying their 
sentiments, and as if, when they impress- 
ed such principles upon their clergy, it 
were impossible that they should ever 
instil any other doctrines. ‘They swear 
that they detest such principles as inju- 
rious and iniquitous, while you have de- 
cided upon evidence as clear as any that 
has ever been brought before a court of 
justice since the world began, that for 
eighteen years before, and six years al- 
ter, these very principles were address- 
ed to the priests, circulated amongst 
them, and held up as the true standard 
of doctrine, and the guide of their pri- 
vate conferences. We are referred to 
the bishops, and we go tothem. We 
find the bishops protesting on oath a- 
gainst these principles, and yet we find 
them, at the same time, circulating and 
maintaining these principles on the per- 
verted authority of the Bible, and the 
too true authority of the ancient coun- 
cils of the Roman Catholic church. Now, 
I say, give me the honest persecution of 
the Assyrian tyrant, who sets up hi 


of Dura, and makes a proclamation that 
he will cast down, bound into the midst 
of the burning fiery furnace, all who re- 
fuse to bow before his divinity—give me 
the unrelenting fury of the pagan perse- 
cutor, who drags the Cliristians to his 
tribunal, and if they refuse to sacrifice 
to the idols, casts them into the arena to 
the lions—give me the candid cruelty of 
the false prophet, who propagates his 
religion with his scymitar, and brand- 
ishes his scymitar in the open face of 
day;—but save me—O! deliver me from 
the cruel treachery of him who will take 
the Bible in his band and kiss it, and 
hold it out to you as a pledge that he 
detests as impious and unchristian, the 
principle that would put you to death 
on account of your religion, while he se- 
cretly distributes the -lagger among his 
dark confederates, to whet it for the au- 
spicious moment when it may be expe- 
dient to plunge it in your heart. I should 
remark that this pastoral address is sign- 
ed with the names and seals of every 
Roman Catholic archbishop and bishop 
in Ireland. It contains the four names 
and seals of those four men who have 
since set up this book as the authorita- 
tive standard for conferences of their 
priests of the province of Leinster. 
Now, I take these two doctrines, one in 
each hand, and | ask this question— 
here [ hold in one the published oath—- 
the proclaimed oath of the Roman Ca- 
tholic prelates of Ireland, addressed to 
their priests—and here I[ hold in the 
other the principles which have been 
proved to you to have been circulated as 
the authoritative standard of doctrine a- 
mong those priests. Now give me leave 
to ask to which of these documents we 
are to turn? If these prineiples in this 
document are not impious and anti- 
christian, why do they swear in this do- 
cument that they are? If they are, as 
they have sworn, and justly sworn they 
are, impious and anti-christian; and if 
they detest them, why have they pub- 
lished two editions of ths work, and 
printed and circulated them amongst 
their priests? If we believe, and | am 
sure we ought to believe their oath, the 
truth of that oath implies their detesta— 
tion of those principles. If we believe, 
and we cannot refuse the evidence which 
is placed before us, that they have adopt- 
ed those principles, then the adoption of 
those principles infers the falsehood of 
their oath. I defy all the powers of hu- 
man talent and human ingenuity to re- 
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concile these documents together. I say 
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then, I care not upon which horn of the 
the dilemma their consciences, if they 
have any, are to be impaled. I leave 
those consciences to God, but man must 
judge of fact; and what is the fact here’ 
{ call upon this assembly—I would call 
upon all the empire, if they could hear 
me—I call heaven and earth to witness 
the truth, that these are their adopted 
principies; and I call the same powers to 
Witness that this is their published, au- 
thenticated confederated oath; and I 
say that instead of manifesting them- 
selves as the ministers of that blessed 
Redeemer, in whom “Mercy and truth 
are met together—righteousness and 

ace have kissed each other,” they ex- 

ibit themselves as the ministers of a 
dark and anti-christian apostacy, in 
which murder and treachery have met 
each other—Popery and perjury have 
kissed each other.—(Here the speaker 
struck the two books together in his 
hands, and the effect was loudly respond- 
ed to by the meeting.) Now the hon. 
and learned member for Dublin says, 
“here we Catholics meet you foot to 
foot—assist us to educate the people.” 
Now let me ask, assist whom to educate 
the people? or assist to educate them in 
what? Whom are we to assist? Is it 
these gentlemen? (Here the speaker 
opened the two books and held them out 
to the meeting.) Are we to assist these 

rsons in educating the people of Ire- 
and in the principles of religion and mo- 
rality? or in what are we to educate 
them’? Is Ireland to be educated in this? 
(holding up a Bible)—or in this? (point- 
ing significantly to Dens’s work ) Are 
we to educate her in the words of the 
living God, or in the awful errors, and 
superstitions, and iniquities of the Church 
of Rome? or are we to make a compro- 
mise between both—to abandon the au- 
thority of the living and eternal God, 
and to acknowledge the principle that 
springs from the prince of darkness that 
the authority of the living God over his 
creatures is to be abandoned, and that 
what he has written, as the Lawgiver 
and the Redeemer, is to be blotted out 
from man’s inspection? Or are we to 
take out from this book whatever is in- 
consistent with this? I say, as a minis- 
ter of the Church of Ireland—I say, | 
trust as a minister, however unworthy, 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, first, before 
we are guilty of such apostacy from all 
principle, perish the temporalities of the 
Church of Ireland to their very founda- 
tuons!! (The enthusiasm with which this 
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sentiment was received, it is impossible 
to describe. ‘The body of clergymen on 
the platform rose simultaneously, and 
signified, by cheers, their participation 
in the feeling expressed by the speaker, 
while it was re-echoed and applauded 
with the loudest and most enthusiastic 
acclamations by the meeting at large.) 
I say annihilation to her parishes—con- 
fiscation to all her sees—martyrdem to 
her ministers, but fidelity to her God 
(renewed acciamations.) And now let 
me say, that while it is the duty of the 
minister of God, itis, like God, his 
strange work to speak in judgment of 
his fellow-sinners. Lf all those of whom 
{ have spoken were assembled here this 
day, however my duty commanded me 
to lift up my voice as a trumpet, and to 
warn them of their transgressions, yet, 
though I must bear the testimony of the 
minister before men, I dare not be the 
accuser of my fellow-sinners before God. 
[ presume not, in the sight of the Judge 
of heaven and earth, to throw a stone at 
any man, whether he be bishop or priest 
of the Roman Catholic church. If I 
know the truth—and if they are, as I 
must say they are, in awful ignorance 
and error—l must remember, that it is 
the mercy of God to me, and must ask 
myself the question, “Who maketh thee 
to differ from another?’ While I ac- 
knowledge that it is the privilege and 
the duty of a minister of God to be a Bar- 
nabas—a son of consolation—it is also 
sometimes his duty ,to be a Boanerges, 
a son of thunder; but for all the injuries 
which the Roman Catholics can hold in 
principle—for all the evils which they 
could reduce to practice—it is my duty 
as a minister of Christ, and I trust it is 
the feeling of my heart, to pray for them; 
[ can say with the Apostle, “my heart’s 
desire and prayer to you for them is, 
that they may be saved;” for I love my 
country and my countrymen; and the 
more I think them wrong, the more my 
heart mourns over them, and all I ask 
is, that they may be brought out of eve- 
ry error by the light of truth—that they 
may be led to feel the spirit of the bless- 
ed Jesus, and being found as Iam, a 
poor sinner, that they may be washed in 
the blood of Him who came to seek and 
to save that which was lost. (The rev. 
gentieman sat down amidst a renewal of 
those loud cheers which had been fre- 


quently called forth throughout his 
speech.) 
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Tue mournful duty devolved on me 
this day, by the deep affliction, with 
which God has visited this church, and 
this city, in common with the more im- 
mediate family of our departed brother; 
seems to be most properly discharged, 
by a plain and succinct statement, of 
some of the most interesting items of his 
life, labours, and death. It is thus, we 
shall best illustrate what he was and 
what he did. It is thus we shall most 
manifestly set forth, the blessedness of 
that service which was his chief delight, 
and the goodness and truth of that Sa- 
viour, whose he was, and whom he serv- 
ed. 

WitumM Nevins was born, at Nor- 
wich, in Conneeticut, on the 13th day of 
October, 1797: Dying on the 14th Sep- 
tember, 1835, he had not quite complet- 
ed his 38th year. 

He was the twelfth, and youngest 
child of Davin Nevins, and Mary Hvs- 
BARD. His father, a patriot of the A- 
merican Revolution, stil] survives, hav- 
ing nearly attained his 89th year. And 
while he is called to bewail this severe 
stroke of Providence,—it is most touch- 
ing to know, that every tear he sheds 
over his child—the Benjamin of his flock 
—is shed also over his own spiritual fa- 
ther, by whom, in extreme old age he 
was begotten in the Gospel. 

He was destined by his friends for the 
active duties of life, and greatly against 
his own inclination, at the age of about 
fourteen years, was placed in the city of 
New-York, to be bred a merchant. Af- 
ter about one year spent in this way, his 
increasing aversion to it, and his un- 
quenchable desire for liberal learning— 
overcame the reluctance of his friends; 
and he was removed from New York, 
and allowed to commence a career, 
which had so different a progress and 
result. ‘This is the more worthy of no- 
tice, as the means used by his Redeem- 
er to lead him onward toward the des- 
tiny he had appointed for him, were not 
spiritual, and were not usual amongst 

rovidential means.—It was the love of 
nowledge, above the love of wealth,— 


ture, above the ardent and unruly pas- 
sions of that unstable age, that a Sove- 
reign Master used to turn his young 
feet into paths, so full of blessedness! 

His religious experience, was in other 
respects unusual. Without the early 
advantages derived from pious parents 
and friends—his mind was supposed by 
those who knew him best, to have no 
early bias towards religious truth: but 
rather, to have exhibited, a proneness 
the other way. He seemed readier to 
question and reject, than to admit and 
receive divine truth. 

The earliest religious impressions, of 
which he is known to have been the 
subject, were received in the summer of 
1815, whilst he was a member of Yale 
College, in his native state. During a 
powerful revival of religion, which oc- 
curred about that period, in that institu- 
tion, then under the Presidency of Dr. 
Dwicut, amongst many others who 
have since adorned the doctrine of God 
their Saviour, Witi1am Nevins, was 
hopefully converted to God. 

He spent three years in Yale College; 
and afterwards three years more in the 
Theological Seminary at Princeton, in 
New Jersey. 

He was ordained to the work of the 
Gospel ministry and installed Pastor 
over this church and congregation, (the 
Ist Presbyterian Church, Baltimore,) on 
the 19th day of October, 1820—at the 
early age of 23 years. From that period, 
to the present, 15 years nearly have 
elapsed; during which, that Pastoral re- 
lation has subsisted, which is now dis- 
solved in death. 

He leaves behind him three little ones, 
doubly orphans—But they have therein 
a double claim, to all the promises of 
God, to the seed of the righteous, 

| hold in my hand the last sermon 
ever preached, by him who is now gone 
to his rest. It was delivered from this 
pulpit, on the first Sabbath of the pre- 
sent year. It is founded on Micah vii. 
18. “Who is a God like unio thee, that 
pardoneth imigquity’ In the beginning 
of it, in pencil mark, written by his own 
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hand, after long disease had rendered it 
unsteady, | find these words: 

“My last sermon, regarded by the con- 
gregation as one of my very best.” 
~ And truly may it be said,—it is sucha 
sermon, as a faithful minister of Jesus, 
would desire to preach, when called for 
the last time to warn dying men. Not 
that he who preached this sermon, had 
then any idea that he was preaching 
Christ for the last time, publicly as his 
embassador to a ruined world. Perhaps 
it was not, until some months afterwards, 
that he, his friends, or even his medical 
advisers, began to look for a fatal, still 
less for a speedy crisis to his disorder. 
Yet, even in such circumstances—it is 
such an annunciation of divine truth, as 
he need not be ashamed, in the realms 
of light, to remember, as his last, and 
even amongst his best. Pardon,-—par- 
don through the blood of Jesus—bought 
and offered to a guilty universe! Pardon 
—through faith in the Son of God,—the 
faith, the pardon, and the Son himself, 
all and equally, the gift of God! Pardon 
and sanctification;—perfected and képt, 
as well as acquitted;—the divine work 
of the Spirit precious and indispensible 
—sweet as it is sovereign! Pardon, for 
sin—Pardon from endless wo,—by such 
a God, through such instrumentalities, 
to such creatures!’ Such pardon, in all 
its free, sovereign, unmerited fulness, 
richness, tenderness and glorious cer- 
tainty—in which his spirit now expati- 
ates, was the last theme which he illus- 
trated, while an embassador in bonds, 
for you! Oh! that you would cherish the 
sacred recollection! 

The seeds of the malady which ter- 
minated so fatally, were received into his 
constitution, about three years ago. You 
all remember that fatal pestilence, which 
having desolated all other lands, in its 
bioody march fell upon our wide spread 
country, and our beautiful city, about 
the period indicated above. That which 
cut insunder so many ties, and desolated 
so many hearths; relented not, in its ¢a- 
reer as it broke the ties, for whose sun- 
dering we mourn this day, and desolat- 
ed the abode of him, whom we comme- 
morate.——Great, perhaps too great ex- 
posure, during the first prevalence of the 
disease in this city; severe illness, in con- 
sequence;—subsequent, and steady de- 
cay, of all the physical energies,—and 
final release of the spirit from its house 
of clay. Such is the brief and sad tale. 

And yet this is not all that tale. Who 
of you, is there, that does not remember 
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her whom the Lord had given to his ser- 
vant, to love as tenderly and truly as he 
dared to love any thing of clay? Who 
of us cannot now recall her image, as of 
one, so full of all that was firm and con- 
stant in spirit, tempered by whatever 
was most beautilul to behold, and as the 
end showed, beyond our hopes, full of 
the grace of God? Within the last short 
year, not yet fulfilled,—you saw him fol- 
iow her, where we must follow him to- 
day-—-stricken by the same fell disease,and 
laid together in the same narrow house! 
Briefly after that,—her only surviving 
parent, the inmate of his house, passed 
trom her place, to be seen in it no more 
forever. ‘Then, as he returned from his 
hopeless search after health, in distant 
lands,—he came to be stricken under ano- 
ther blow. His youngest child, had pass- 
ed under the yoke of death. Witha 
heart, by nature too full of tenderness; 
these repeated sorrows drank up his spi- 
rit. With a frame of body, and a nerv- 
ous texture, always delicate, and highly 
sensitive,—the vigour of his life dried 
up, under so great a fight of afflictions. 
And, again and again as he would re- 
peat, in his fierce trials,—st as through 
much tribulation,—they who noted, could 
see, that though his heart was broken, 
he was rapidly entering into the kingdom 
of God! 

It was here, that he chose todie. A- 
mid the scenes of his long and faithful 
and multiplied labours, he chose to cease 
forever from them. On the very spot of 
his manifold trials and sorrows,—he de- 
sired to complete them all, and finish his 
course with joy! Upon the field where 
he had so well fought the good fight of 
faith,—he longed to be crowned, when 
the fight was done! And so itis this day. 
To you, who loved him tenderly, is the 
care of his dust entrusted. To you whom 
he begot in the Gospel, is the whole ex- 
ample of his ministry committed! To 
you whom he ministered unto in spiritu- 
al things,—is left the benefit of a life ac- 
cordant with his instructions, of a death 
answering to them both!—tlis life, his 
ministry and his death, call to you this 
day, solemnly and tenderly, from the 
other side of Jordan, Be ve followers of 
me, even as I also was of Christ! 

It is understood, that through all his 
sickness, and sorrows, the prevailing 
state of his mind has been most peace- 
ful, most joyous. Since his return to 
this city, a few weeks since, his state of 
health has permitted only a very limited 





intercourse with his Christian friends. 
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Saviour,—to whom be glory forever 


with him—unite in testifying to the}more! 


sweet, confiding, and even triumphant 
faith and confidence in Christ his Sa- 
viour, which constantly sustained him. 
Once and again, he said to me, in two 
brief interviews, “I feel, that, to live is 
Christ—Yet to die would be gain!” 

On the last Sabbath day (the 13th 
September,) he seemed to be rapidly 
sinking, and on the eve of his departure. 
A beloved brother approached his bed- 
side, and asked him, 

Is all peace? 

His reply was, “Nothing but peace!” 
“M ivuus Saviour stands on th 

y precious r stands on the 
other side of Jordan; and on this side 
too. He will carry me safely over!” 

Not long afterwards he said: 

“Love to all the absent. Recommend 
Christ tothem. I have no other recom- 
mendation!” No other, reeommenda- 
tion! Qh! brethren, hear this, and lifi 
up your hearts, at the renewed testimo- 
ny, from the midst of the valley of the 
shadow of death! Oh! lost, undone 
children of wrath,—hearken to this voice 
issuing from amidst the dark waves of the 
river of death! 

On Monday last, (the 14th inst.) the 
day on which he slept in Jesus,—about 
half past three of the clock, in the after- 
neon,—being not only perfectly in his 
senses, but aiso fully aware of his situa- 
tion, he repeated at short intervals,—as 
if communing with him, who never left 
nor forsook him, ejaculations like these: 

“Precious Saviour;—how kind he is to 
me!” ———“Dear Redeemer!”———Oh! my 
Saviour!” “Oh! Lord Jesus!”— 

And a little while before he expired, 
he asked to be raised up in the bed; and 
his last words were: 

“Death! death!” “Now, come, Lord 
Jesus.” “Dear Saviour!” 

And he fell on sleep! 

Men and brethren, here in our sight, 
lie the mortal remains of Witiiam NE- 
vins! .But where, | ask you, is his im- 
mortal part?—Is there one heart, that 











This is neither the occasion, nor am I 

the individual most proper to make an 

estimate, of our departed friend. But 

there are a few things so obvious, as not 

to bear omission. 

Asa preacher of righteousness, as a 

pastor, asa laborious servant of Jesus 

Christ, you of all men, know our brother 

best. And well might he rely on vou, as 

his epistle—at once written on his heart, 

and known and read of all. By you, as 

his fruit in Christ—by what he has done 

for you, and you and he have done for 

a ruined world, and a risen Saviour,— 

by what you were, and by what you 

became, in 14 years of labour under his 

hands (for about so long did his active 

labours last)—let all men judge! 

That he did not his work negligently, 

[ could not more clearly show, than by . 
stating, that the sermon | have already 

alluded to, as his last, is numbered 733; 

that, allowing 14 years and 2 months as 

the period of his active labours, gives 

almost precisely one written sermon a 

week, during the entire period. If to 

this be added, the steady and faithful 

discharge of all pastoral duties,—the ex- 
tensive controversial writings—the mul- 
tiplied contributions of his pen, to the 
periodical press,—we shall perceive that 
his fourteen years of ministerial work, 

were years of most abundant labour. 

{t may startle some, to hear the word 
“controversial” used in relation to his 
writings. And yet a large portion of 
them were strietly so. And it may stand 
as a rebuke, to those who think them- 
selves possessed of sturdier spirits, that 
for months together, this meek tempered 
man, waged a bold and constant war- 
fare, with the great papal and anti- 
christian power, while they reposed in 
indifference, or timidity. lt may serve 
to put to shame, the pretence that high 
personal piety is averse to ali controver- 
sv, even for the truth, to know, that as 
this heavenly minded man, became more 


does not fully believe,-—he is at home,—}like Christ, he waxed warmer in this ne- 


at peace,—in the bosom of God? Is 
there one doubt in all this great multi- 
tude, that these remains which we are 
to commit to the earth again, will rise 
and shine, in that day when the last 
trump shall sound, and all the dead shal! 


cessary strife; as he got nearer to his 
rest, he became but the more solicitous 
revarding this mighty contest, of Christ 
with Belial! 

Touching his power and efforts, as a 
writer, in which character alone, besides 


come forth! ls there any ground to|that of a minister of righteousness, he 
question, that this eternal rest, that this}ever made an eflort,—little need now be 
joyful resurrection,—are his, only and|said. Yet, even now, it is worthy of 


wholly, through Jesus Christ our divine}being stated, that much the greater part 
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of what he s&s known to have published, 
was the fruit of that period, during 
which, he was preeluded by ill health, 
from the discharge of his more appro- 
priate work. ‘The activity of a spirit, 
alive to the wants of a guilty generation, 
seized upon new modes of usefulness, as 
the old were closed up; and all were so 
fulfilled, as to leave it not easy of deci- 
sion, whether that mercy was greater 
which called him to preach, or that which 
bade him cease! It is pleasant to know, 
that much of the ample materials left 
behind him, in manuscript and _ print, 
will probably be put in permanent form, 
and given to the world. It will then ap- 
pear, we venture to say,—that although 
cut off at an age, before which, most of 
us, have done nothing,—he will be ad- 
judged by a just posterity to have been 
one of the most engaging writers, and 
delightful sermonisers of this age; as he 
is held by your unanimous, and mourn- 
ful verdict, to have been one of the best 
and holiest of men. 

Dear friends, it is no marvel that vou 
and all of us, bewail a loss like this! And 
though long expected, and therefore less 
sensibly felt at the moment it occurs. 
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well in our mutual loss; assure our hearts, 


that we have had that laid upon us, 
which we shall feel more sensibly here- 
alter than we can to-day: which you 
and I, may indeed live to see in some de- 
gree repaired,—but which we shall find 
to be only the more impressive, and ab- 
solute, as we shall discover in a thou- 
sand ways the greatness of his value, 
while he was lent to us.—And yet it were 
shame to grieve. We saw him, by the 
bed-side of his dying wile, and at her 
tomb; we saw him stand here and 
preach Jesus to you faithfully—though 
the place of his little household, was va- 
cant as he looked upon it.—We saw 
him tried as few are tried. And yet it 
is not in tears, but in triumphant faith, 
that the story of his woes is read.— 
Be it is so with us, this day. It is the 
Lord. Let him do what seemeth good 
unto him.—Though he slew him; yet 
still he trusted him!—By and by, the 
same hand will open the door of death 
for us also! Oh! Jet us so live, that in that 
day the same hand will shut the gates of 
hell before us;—and we also pass onward 
to the skies, with songs of everlasting 
joy and triumph upon our heads! Amen! 








than ifit had been more sudden,-—we may 


and Amen! 
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MASSACRE OF IRISH PROTESTANTS, 


OCTOBER 


Ir there be one day memorable to the| 
Protestants of Ireland, one which will be 
had in remembrance, while there remains 
one Protestant, in that injured land: if 
there be an era that parents will teach 
their children, and the particulars of 
which they will look back upon with the 
mostheart rending feelings: It is the 23d 
OF OCTOBER, 1641, and the horrid 
massacre which commenced on. that 
day. 

The annals of the Papacy, bear wit- 


23, 1641. 


The massacre of which we are about 
to speak, like the memorable one of St. 
Bartholomew, was the result of deep laid 
plans, devised by artful, cunning, and 
fiendish Jesuit Priests, united with lead- 
ers from the ranks of the Popish laity. 
Before its execution, there was much ar- 
ranging and preparing. Ambassadors 
from meetings in Ireland, were running 


to and from Rome, France, Spain, &c. 


[n this was exhibited the admiral adapt- 
edness of the Popish system for plots, 





ness to her persecuting spirit. ‘Ihe de- 
crees and canons of her councils: ‘The 
bulls of her Popes: 
which she has taught in her catechisms 


The very doctrines: 


rebellions, massacres, &c. (See Abbe 


‘De Pradt, on 203 and 204 pages of this 


vol.) 
Not long before the acting of this 





and manuals of devotion, will be one|bloody tragedy, the Papists, had de- 
long standing pillar, on which will be in--manded the free exercise of their reli- 
scribed. Blood—Blood. Yea, in the'gion,(a grant which they never had 
very language of inspiration, it is writ-and never have given to Protestants in 
ten. “Mystery, Bubylon the great, theany Popish country.) Both houses of 
mother of harlots, and abominations of the British parliament refused their de- 
the earth—_DRUNKEN WITH THE mands. Roused by this, they began the 
BLOOD OF THE SAINTS, ANDexecution of their plan, for the eatermi- 
WITH THE BLOOD OF THE MAR- nation and extirpation of the Protestants 
TYRS OF JESUS.”—(Rev. xvii, 8.) lin Ireland. ‘The day chosen to com- 





‘St. Ignatius Loyola, the founder of that 
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mence the work, was the feast day of 


celebrated order of Jesuits. They were 
to begin in all parts of the country, and 
finish the work at once. ‘To carry on 
their work more effectually; for some 
length of time preceding, they had treat- 
ed their Protestant neighbours with 
kindness, thus making themselves more 
familiar, and better able to deprive them 
of any source of aid, or refuge. 

By a discovery the dav preceding the 
= and horrible murder, the city of 

ublin, with its inhabitants were saved. 
The man who made known the conspi- 
racy was well rewarded forit. By this 
discovery and exposure, thousands of 
lives were spared from tiie most inhuman 
slaughter. 

On the day appointed, the work began 
in other places, all over the kingdom; a 
true statement beggars description. A 
writer giving an account of it, says: 
“Every Protestant who fell in their way 
“was immediately murdered. No age, 
“no sex, no condition was spared. The 
“wife weeping for her butchered hus- 
“band, and embracing her helpless chil- 
“dren, was pierced with them, and pe- 
“rished by the same stroke. ‘The old, 
“the young, the vigorous, and the in- 
“firm, underwent the same fate, and 
“were blended in one common ruin. In 
“vain did flight save them from the first 
“assault; destruction was every where 
“let loose, and met the hunted victims at 
“every turn. In vain was recourse had 
“to relations, to companions, to friends: 
“all connections were dissolved, and 
“death was dealt by that hand from 
*‘which protection was implored and ex- 
“nected. Without provocation, without 
“opposition, the astonished English, liv- 
“ing in profound peace, and, as they 
“thought, full security, were massacred 
“by their nearest neighbours, with whom 
“they had long maintained a continued 
‘intercourse of kindness, and good offi- 
“ces. Nav, even death was the slight- 
“est punishment inflicted by these mon- 
“sters in human form: all the tortures 
“which wanton cruelty could invent, all 
“the lingering pains of body, the anguish 
“of mind, to agonies of despair, could 
“not satiate revenge excited without in- 
“jury, and cruelty derived from no cause 
“whatever. Depraved nature, with per- 
“verted religion, though enriched by the 
“utmost license, cannot reach toa great- 
“er pitch of ferocity than appeared in 
“these merciless barbarians. Even the 





“weaker sex themselves, naturally ten-| 


“der to their own sufferings, and 
“compassionate to those of others, here 
“emulated their robust companions in 
“the practice of every cruelty. The very 
“children taught by example, and en- 
“couraged by the exhortation of their 
‘‘narents, dealt their feeble blows on the 
“dead carcases of the defenceless chil— 
‘dren of the English.” 

Nor was the avarice of the Papists 
sufficient to produce the least restraint 
on their cruelty; such was their frenzy, 
that the cattle they had seized, and by 
rapine had made their own, were, be- 
cause they bore the name of English, 
wantonly slaughtered, or, when covered 
with wounds, turned loose in the woods, 
there to perish by slow and lingering 
torments. 

“The commodious habitations of the 
planters were laid in ashes, or levelled 
with the ground; and where the wretch- 
ed owners had shut themselves in the 
houses, and were preparing for defence, 
they perished in the flames together with 
their wives and children. 

“The bigoted and merciless Papists 
had no svoner began to imbrue their 
hands in blood, than they repeated the 
horrid tragedy day after day; and the 
Protestants in all parts of the kingdom, 
fell victims to their fury, by deaths of the 
must inhuman nature. 

‘The ignorant Irish were instigated 
more strongly to execute the infernal bu- 
siness by the Jesuits, Priests and Friars, 
who, when the day for the execution of 
their plot was agreed on, recommended 
in their prayers diligence in the great 
design, which they said would greatly 
tend to the prosperity of the kingdom, 
and to the advancement of the Catholic 
cause, 

“They every where declared to the 
common people, that the Protestants 
were heretics, and ought not to be suf- 
lered any longer to live among them; 
adding, that it was no more sin to kill 
one of them than to kill a dog; and that 
the relieving or protecting them was a 
crime of the most unpardonable na- 
ture.” 

The treatment of Protestants, was on 
a par with their doctrines—JVo fasth 
with heretics—The blood of Protestants 
the same as that of murderers, &c. All 
their pledges of saving life, were only 
tor the purpose of getting the lives of the 
Protestants in their hands. Many cases 
are on record, a few of which we only 
have room to relate. 


“The garrison of Sligo, was besieged; 
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and on condition of surrendering, and 
quitting their strong holds, the Papists 
promised them quarter, and to convey 
them safe over the Curlew mountains, to 
Roscommon. But they were immediate- 
ly cast into a loathsome goal, without 
food. Sometime after when some drunk- 
en Papists came to congratulate their 
wicked companions for their victory over 
these unhappy creatures, those Protes- 
tants who survived were brougat forth 
by the White Friars, and were either 
- killed, or precipitated over the bridge 
into a swilt water where they were soon 
destroyed. It is added, that this wicked 
company of white friars went some time 
after in solemn procession, with holy wa- 
ter in their hands, to sprinkle the river, 
on pretence of cleansing and purifying 
it from the stains and pollution of the 
blood and dead bodies of the heretics. 

“In the barony of Terawley, the Pa- 
pists, at the instigation of their friars, 
compelled above forty Protestants, some 
of whom were women and children, to 
the hard fate of either falling by the 
sword, or of drowning themselves in the 
sea. Those choosing the latter, were 
forced by the naked weapons of their 
merciless persecutors, into the deep, 
where, with their children in their arms, 
they first waded up to their chins, and 
afterwards sunk down and perished to- 
gether. 

“Some of them were lain with the cen- 
tre of their backs on the axletree ofa 
carriage, with their legs resting on the 

round on one side, and their arms and 

ead on the other. In this position, the 
wretched savages scourged them on the 
thighs, legs, &c. while another set on 
furious dogs, who tore to pieces the arms 
and upper part of the body; and in this 
dreadful manner were they deprived of 
their existence. 

“Great numbers were fastened to hor- 
ses tails, and the beasts being set on full 
gallop by their riders, the wretched vic- 
tims were dragged along till they ex- 
pired. 

“Others were hung on lofty gibbets, 
anda fire being kindled under them, 
they finished their lives partly by hang- 
ing and partly by suflocation. 

‘‘Nor did the more tender sex escape 
the least particle of cruelty that could 
be projected by their merciless and fu- 
rious persecutors. Many women of all 
ages were put to death of the most cru- 
el nature: some in particular were fas- 
tened with their backs to strong posts, 
and being‘stripped to the waists, the in- 
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human monsters cut off their right 
breasts with shears, which of course put 
them to the most excruciating torments; 
and in this position they were leit, till 
from loss of blood they expired. 

“Such was the savage ferocity of these 
barbarians, that even unborn infants 
were dragged from the womb to become 
victims to their rage. Many unhappy 
mothers, who were near the ume of 
their delivery, were hung naked on the 
branches of trees, and their bodies be- 
ing cut open, the innocent ofispring 
were taken from them, and thrown to 
the dogs and swine; and to increase the 
horrid scene, they would oblige the hus- 
pand to be a spectator, before he sufler- 
ed himself.” 

Every town in which there were any 
Protestants, a similar scene was exhi- 
bited. 

“In Kilkenny, all the Protestants with- 
out exception were put to death, and 
some of them in so cruel a manner, as 
perhaps was never before thought of. 

“They beat an English woman with 
such savage barbarity, that she had 
scarcely a whole bone left; after which 
they threw her into a ditch; but not sa- 
tisfied with this, they took her child, a 
girl about six years of age, and ripped 
up its belly, threw it to its mother, there 
to languish till it perished. 

‘They forced one man to go to mass, 
after which they ripped open his belly, 
and in that mauner left him: ‘They saw- 
ed another asunder, cut the throat of his 
wife, and having dashed out the brains 
of their child, an infant, threw it to the 
swine, who greedily devoured it. After 
committing these and many other horrid 
cruelties, they took the heads of seven 
Protestants, and among them, that of a 
pious minister, all which they fixed up 
at the market cross. They put a gag 
into the minister’s mouth, then slit his 
cheeks to his ears, and lavinga leaf of 
the Bible before him, bid him preach for 
his mouth was wide enough. They did 
several other things by way of derision, 
and expressed the greatest satisfaction 
at having thus murdered and exposed 
the unhappy Protestants.” 

Not only did Protestants lose their 
lives, and were as far as possible exter- 
minated. But the Bible—The word of 
the living God was burnt by them, ex- 
claiming, “we have burnt hell fire.” The 
whole transaction was one of the bloodi- 
est in the book of time. God’s — 





paaemnened without mercy, and that, 
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cause they would read, study, and — accounted heretics by the Church of 
tice the commands of God’s word. Rome, and worse than Jews and Pa- 

Is it asked by any reader, what caused|gans.” 
all this? Why did it happen? Who| 2.“ That all are by baptism placed under 
were the instigators? Who were the\the power of the domination of the Churck 
planners? What end was designed? And\of Rome.” 
has there been any such thing since? Is| 3. “It is the duty of the Roman Ca- 
there any probability that such an occur-\tholic church to exterminate the rites of 
rence will again take place? our religion.” 

We may answer very summarily, and} 4. “That it is duty of the Roman Ca- 
be borne out by facts, as well as princi-|fholie church to compel heretics, by corpo 
ples. ral punishment, to submit to the faith 

The cause of it, was the inveterate] 5 
hatred which the Priests had early in-|church of Rome decrees against here- 
sulled into the minds of their subjects.|tics are confiscation of property, exile, 
The originators of the whole plan, were|imprisonment and death.” 

Priests, Jesuits, &c. acting under the} 6. “Finally, they are also justly inflicted 
approbation of the Bishop of Rome. It|}with other corporal punishments as with 
was only like the deeds for which that}exile, imprisonment, Sc.” 

holy church had been signalised during} (See the whole at length in the pro- 
centuries. It was practicing upon the|ceedings at Exeter Hall, published in 
comments of that celebrated version] this number.) 

of the New ‘Testament published at} The doctrines are as old as the 10th 
Rheims, in 1582. (See July No. pagejand 11th centuries, and as fresh as_ the 
210.) It was the actings of the same|publications of 1834 and 5. ‘The doe- 
spirit, that brought Huss tu the Council|trines taught to the Roman Pristhood, 
of Constance, and then broke the faith|and just such doctrines, as would have 
ofan Emperor, to burn him. It was the|produced the Massacre of SIX’TEEN 
treatment with which Rome is wont to!) HUNDRED AND FORTY-ONE! 
visit her opponents whenever she has| Here are Bishops and Priests, meet- 
power. It was acting upon the very|ing in council and deliberating on the 
counsel of Bellarmine, (see page 38 ofjextermination of Protestants, while they 
this vol.) “to extirpate Protestants when-|are publicly professing friendship. Stu- 
ever it can be done without injury of the|\dying and deliberating on doctrines, 


“That the punishments which the 
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| Papists.” It was working upon the doc-| which if carried outcould produce nothing 
trines avowed by leading men in the|but brutal murders, and desolation in 
; Roman church in our day. every Protestant family in the world. 
The design was undoubtedly, as re-| Doctrines which did, and will again (un- 
. vealed by them, to destroy Protestants,|less in the Providence of God a barrier 
1 as they say, “Root and Branch.” is raised againtst it) produce just such 
1 That the same thing would be actedja Massacre as that of 1641. And, 
. out any where that it could be done,}what else is to be expected when a cele- 
) without destruction of themselves, may| brated advocate of Catholic claims, gives 
y be argued from all the past. From the|notice, that unless their demands are 
5 unalterable, and unchangeable decrees|granted, the night (and a bloody night 
f and canons, which are still maintained|it will be,) will come, when the door of ; 
r and sworn to by them. ‘They are even|Protestants, English and Irish, shall be 
d avowed within the limits of our own|burst open, and every man shall be laid 
, land. weltering in his own blood in the pre- 
n See the 94th page of the Catechism of|sence of his wife and children. Oh! did 4" 
d the Council of Trent published in this|he know he was treading on beaten ty 
city, and quoted in the February No.|ground! That the night and the day WG 
ir age 36, of this Magazine. Look to|had been in the history of Ireland, when *4 
r- ireland at this day. Read the proceed-|not only the husband’s blood had flown, 7 
of ings, and disclosures made at the great|but that of wife and children had min- he 
<< meeting, in Exeter Hall, London. Read|gled with theirs, and each lay, weltering t J 
re the extracts given during that meeting|in his fellow’s blood! i 
li from Patrick Dens’s Theology—The| Who is responsible for all this? Who i 
le text book of the Irish Priesthood. Seelare the instigators? Who the directors ue 
_ such propositions as these taught to the|of these scenes of blood and carnage? at | 
Priesthood: The meek, the diffident Bishops and ie 
1. That Protestants of all denominations' Priests. om 











Ocroser, 


BISHOP ENGLAND, 
AND HIS IRISH PRIE&TS. 


Tuts renowned prelate, so eminent in 
the present active measures of the Pa 
pacy.—So much respected, shall we say 
honoured, by some of our citizens. 
So long, and so repeatedly the subject 
of newspaper pufls.—So high in esteem 
at Rome that the honour of Legate to 
Hayti was given him.—And on whom 
that which is of still greater honour, and 
much more desirable in the Papacy, the 
office of Inquisitor General for the Unit- 
ed States, is generally believed to have 
been conferred. 

This Rt. Rev. Prelate, on his last re- 
tnrn to the United States, and his dio- 
cese at Charleston, S. C. delivered an 
address, from which the following is an 
extract: 

“The prelates of the Church of Ire- 
land, are ready, as far as our hierarchy 
shall require their co-operation, to vive 
to them their best exertions in selecting 
and forwarding from among the numer- 
ous aspirants to the sacred ministry that 
are found in the asland of saints, (lre- 
land,) a sufficient number of those pro- 

rly qualified to’supply our deficiencies. 

have had very many applications, and 
accepted a few, who, I trust, have been 
judiciously selected.” 

The address was published, and has 
been offered for sale in this city, by F. 
Lucas, jr. 

There are fwo points on which there 
can be no mistake, from the Bishops 
own address. 

1. That the Bishops of the Papal 
Church in Treland, are ready, and will- 
ing to send young Priests to us from 
their own institutions; that they are will- 
ing, “to give their best exertions in se- 
lecting and forwarding a sufficient num- 
ber of those who are qualified to supply 
the need in this country.” 

2. The Bishop out of the numerous 
applicants, has accepted a few, who, he 
trusts, have been judiciously selected. 
And these few are to come into this coun- 
try and the Bishops diocese well trained; 
and ready, for active, and persevering 
cosoperation. Surely, the United States 
—and especially South Carolina, are 
highly indebted to the Bishop for his 
kindness in procuring us such lights. 

How have these Priests been 
trained? And what are their particular 
sentiments that render them, fit subjects 
to be underiings of and assistants to the 
Grand Inquisitor? 








Read the doctrines, taught them in 
their colleges: conferred about and acted 
upon in their conferences and councils. 
Read them as exposed at the great meet- 
ing in Exeter Hall, and then ask what 
sort of Priests Bishop England has so 
well selected for this country. How ad- 
mirably adapted to carry out all the de- 
signs, and the very utmost desires of the 
Bishop and the Church. 

Shall this country be enlightened and 
blessed by them—aAs they have enlight- 
ened and blessed Ireland!—Shall they 
teach here that Protestants are Heretics? 
And therefore are subject to the curse 
of the Church? Shall thev teach, that 
being under the curse of the Priest and 
Chureh, Catholics do well in plundering 
their property and destroying their lives? 
— a 


Popish Ridicule of Bible Readers. 


We quote the following from a work, written 
in the style of Butler’s Hudibras, by Thos. 
Ward, (an English Papist, who died in 1708) 
entitled England’s Reformation. (The work 
is offered for sale by James Myers, at the 
Cathedral, in this city.) 








Here is the style in which those who read 
their Bibles are represented: 


‘‘Their Bibles thus fit to a hair, 

They bound ’em up ’twixt Psalms aud Prayer; 

And in one volume quickly spread ’em 

O’er all the land for folk to read ’em, 

And their religions thence to take 

Just as themselves were pleas’d to make. 

To kirks, with Bibles under arm 

Like bag-pipes, from each country farm 

They trudge, each ploughman had his book, 

In which the texts and proofs to look, 

And he to profit most was held, 

W hose Bible was the biggest swell’d 

With double leaves he had turn’d down, 

At places by the parson shown. 

—— From Lord to beggar none were idle, 

But all employed in text of Bible. 

The zealous Lady and her woman 

Found senses out that were not common, 

The ’prentice-boys of ev’ry trade, 

Before ’em had their Bibles laid; 

On which their understandings fed, 

While eed hands they wrought for 

read. : 

The Weaver nodding at his loom, 

Could bring a text for every thrum, 

Prove it forbid, From the beginning 

To weave up woollen yarn with linen. 

For every one was left to cite 

Texts to his fancy, wrong or right, 

And put what sense he pleases on ’em.”’ 

Canro Iil. 


mpare this with our Saviour’s command. 





Co 
John v. 39.—‘‘Search the Scriptures.” 





